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Why We All
Need To File A Tax
Return This Year

counted as income toward next

Even if you do not qualify
for the rebate this year, you still
should file a tax return. Your
financial situation may change
before the next filing season,
and you might be eligible based
on your 2008 return. However,
you will only receive the rebate
if you filed a tax return this
year. There are free tax prepa
ration sites throughout Pinellas
County to assist you.
The purpose behind the
new law is to stimulate the
economy. The federal govern
ment believes that many
Americans who receive rebates
will spend the money in the
local economy. This stimulus is
designed primarily to help
lower and middle income indi
viduals and families. For
taxpayers with adjusted gross
income (AGI) of more than
$75,000
(or
more
than
$150,000 if married filing
jointly), the payment will be
reduced or phased out com

year’s taxes or against what

pletely.

you can earn for programs such
as social security or food
stamps.
For
individuals
who
normally do not have to file a
tax return, the new law
provides for payments to indi
viduals who have a total of
$3,000 or more in earned
income,
Social
Security
benefits,
and/or
certain
veterans’ payments. Those
individuals should file a tax
return for 2007 to receive a
payment in 2008.
The rebate amount will be
based on what you report on
your 2007 return. If, however,
you would be entitled to a
larger rebate based on your
2008 return, you’ll be able to
receive the difference next year.

To qualify for the payment,
an individual, spouse, and any
qualifying child must have a
valid Social Security number.
In addition, individuals cannot
receive a payment if they can
be claimed as a dependent of
another taxpayer or they filed a
2007 Form 1040NR, 1040NREZ, l040-PRor 1040-SS.
For additional information
or to find out about a free tax
preparation site near you,
please call the Sanderlin Center
at 727-321-9444 or 2-1-1.
The
Wealth
Building
Coalition of Pinellas County
promotes community awareness
of the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and free tax
preparation
for
working
families and individuals.

The federal government
has just enacted the Economic
Stimulus Act of 2008. What
this means for over 130 million
American households is a one
time rebate for taxpayers who
file a tax return this year. Under
this new law, you may be
entitled to a payment of up to
$600 ($1,200 if filing a joint
return),
plus
additional
amounts for each qualifying
child.
The IRS will begin sending
the one-time payments starting
in May. To receive a payment
in 2008, individuals who
qualify will not have to do
anything more than file a 2007
tax return. This payment should
not be confused with any 2007
income tax refund that is owed
to you by the federal govern
ment. Income tax refunds for
2007 will be made separately
from this one-time payment. As
well, the payment will not be

The Challenger Inside
Opinion..........................
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NUL State Of Black America
'Amplifies' The Voices
Of Black Women
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WASHINGTON,
D.C.
(NNPA) - Historic tragedies and
controversies have marked the
beginning of the 21st Century:
The Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the
war in Iraq, Hurricane Katrina, the
disparaging Don Imus remarks,
the Jena Six debacle, the mortgage
and sub-prime lending crisis, and
the resurgence of noose threats,
fueling marches and protests
against social and criminal injus
tices.
Amidst it all, there is often the
voice of the black male that is
publicized - too often overlooking
the black woman who is actually
holding the pieces together, says
Marc Morial, president and CEO
of the National Urban League.
That is why, he says, this year’s
annual State of Black America is
dedicated to “The Black Woman’s
Voice,” with all responding essays
written by black women. The
report is a stringent contrast to last
year.
“Our 2007 State of Black
America: ‘Portrait of the Black
Male’ report examined the plight
of young black males faced with
grim prospects,” states Morial in
the 254-page 2008 report, slated
for release March 5, aptly during
Women’s
History
Month.
“This year’s report explores the
challenges encountered by the
females within our community the mothers, grandmothers, aunts
and sisters who have been the
backbone of the black family.
Women typically hold the family
together, especially in the AfricanAmerican community, where the
marriage rate is lower than in
other communities and where a

Dr. Dorothy I. Height, president emeritus of the National Council of Negro Women

higher percentage of single
mothers are the heads of house
holds.”
He adds, “These women are
the matriarchs and leaders of our
community. They have risen to the

challenge ofmaintaining the black
family unit in spite of trying con
ditions and limited opportunity.”
Writing the foreword for this
year’s report is Dr. Dorothy I.
Height, president emeritus of the

National
Women.
“Too

Council
often,

of

Negro

our

needs,

NUL
continued on pg. 10

Obama Takes Vermont; Clinton Wins
Rhode Island, Texas, And Ohio

3
BY DAVID ESPO, AP SPECIAL

Community News.......4, 5, 6

CORRESPONDENT

Entertainment......................7

WASHINGTON D.C. (AP) Barack Obama and Hillary
Rodham Clinton split a pair of
New England primaries Tuesday
night and sought the biggest
prize in Texas in a riveting
Democratic presidential race.
Arizona Sen. John McCain, a
political maverick and unflinch
ing supporter of the Iraq War,
clinched the Republican nomi
nation.
Obama won the Vermont
primary, gaining nearly 60
percent of the vote for a l2th
straight victory over the former
first lady.
Clinton countered quickly,
winning in Rhode Island, where

Sports.................................... 8
State News................. ......... 9
National News................... 10
Obituary..................... .......1 1
In Remembrance....<........i2
Church Directory............... 13
Church News..................... 14
Black History...................... 15
Sen. Hillary Clinton

Sen. Barack Obama

she was collecting about 53:
percent of the vote. The
Democratic presidential hopeful;
claimed victory in the Ohio and
Rhode Island primaries Tuesday
night, and said that means,;
“We’re going strong and we’re:
»
going all the way.”
Ohio and Texas were the big
trophies of the night, rich in
delegates with the potential to:
prove
decisive
in
the(
Democratic race.
The onus was on Clinton td
break through after a string of
setbacks, but her challenge wasj
compounded
by
Obama’s;
growing lead in the delegate:
chase.

PRIMARY
continued on pg. 10,
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_< Darryl

/Rouson

Ifofe March 25th

in

SiVkledSell Disease
AssoCiation of America

the Special Election

Cs

St. Petersburg Chapter

SIC&E CELL

Community Leaders Endorse Democrat Darryl Rouson for State Rep District 55

DINNER AND JAZZ
EXTRAVAGANZA
Sunday, March 9,2008
Darryl Rouson is supported by dozens of community leaders, including Luke Wiliams, Cedric Gordon,

5:00 p.m. to 9:00

Horace Nero, Dr. Goliath Davis, Al White and Jeff Copeland, among many others.

(Dinner 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.)

REAL SOLUTIONS
• Darryl Ervin Rouson, Esq. has earned a
reputation as a trailblazer who fights for real
solutions to urgent problems.
• Affordable property insurance
• Lower property taxes to make home
ownership a reality
• Better schools
• Safer neighborhoods
• Making good health care a reality for
Floridians

THE CLEAR CANDIDATE CHOICE
Darryl Rouson is ready to bring real solutions to the
families and voters of District 55. He has never run
from a fight. He is ready now to continue making
our community a better place.

<

Hilton St. Petersburg K
wifi!
dir

Former State Rep Frank Peterman Endorses Rouson to Succeed Him

......

Tickets $400^ WL ■7

Voter Information
£

I

Vote Early: March 17*22
Vote on Election Day: March 25,2008
Vote by Mail and request an absentee ballot, call:
(727)464-6788

Imp

727-896-2355 • 727-327-3154
31fc

Leam More
Learn more about what Darryl Rouson stands for
and who's standing with him at:

www.DarrylRouson.eom

,

Co-SporisQt w
City of St. Petersburg

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Darryl Rouson, Democrat, for Florida House of Representatives, District 55.

THE ALUMNI S1NGERS
OFSTPETERSBURG, INC.
under the direction of Robert L. Anders,
announced the release of a new CD,
entitled “Love and Harmony”

The Alumni Singers J
CD ORDER FORM

>
Please Print
J
NAME____________ __________________________ I
ADDRESS

,

Tlf

~---------------------------------------------- ------------- «
CITY_____________
.-Si
IMAGINE. A COMMUNITY-WIDE INCREASE IN

I

STATE / ZIP CODE

21,000 JOBS.

[

number OF DISCS:

We now employ over 125 Pinellas County residents. We

1

UNEMPLOYMENT. WITH JUST A 25% DROP IN
TOURISM, PINELLAS COUNTY WOULD LOSE ABOUT

x $15 00 |

also have more than 43 thousand square feet of retail,

SUBTOTAL:

j

1 --

I

+ $2 S&H PER DISC+
TOTAL:

1
'Jig

|

Please mail your completed form

restaurants and attractions whose businesses employ as
many staff, if not more, than we do. The tourism industry is
a vital part of our business. Our visitors keep us going."
— KATHLEEN MCDOLE Owner, Friendly Fisherman

I
SUPPORT TOURISM AND YOU SUPPORT US ALL

Piease visit PinellasCVB.com/tourism for more information.

|

with a check or money order to:
ALUMNI SINGERS, PO BOX 10238,

|

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33733

|

Please allow four to six weeks for delivery.

j

|
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• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
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• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
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Obama-Farrakhan: Guilt By Disassociation
BY GEORGE E CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

A third person has
suddenly appeared in
the contest between
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton Minister Louis Farrakhan. Though
Farrakhan hasn’t shared the stage
with the two Democratic candidates,
he has become the litmus test for
Obama and any African-Americans
seeking public office.
Before addressing the presiden
tial flap over Farrakhan, it should be
noted that Obama isn’t the only black
office seeker being pressured to
repudiate the Nation of Islam leader.
In Indianapolis, Andre Carson is
seeking the congressional seat held
by his deceased grandmother, Juba
Carson. A special election will be
held March 11 to the fill the vacancy.
Farrakhan delivered a eulogy at Rep.
Carson’s funeral last December and
though Andre Carson had nothing to
do with funeral plans, he is being crit
icized for Farrakhan’s presence. Not
only was Carson uninvolved in
planning his grandmother’s funeral,
the candidate says he has never been
a member of the Nation of Islam and
is, in fact, a Sunni Muslim.
Former Rep. Cynthia McKinney

was defeated in Georgia and is trying
to revive her political career by
running for president on the Green
Party ticket. McKinney claimed that
she was targeted for defeat in 2006 by
major Jewish organizations after
Farrakhan campaigned on her behalf.
Of course, Jesse Jackson’s 1984
presidential campaign became side
tracked
until
he
repudiated
Farrakhan, one of his earliest and
strongest backers, in a Manchester,
N.H. synagogue. And Kweisi
Mfume, then serving as chairman of
the Congressional Black Caucus, was
forced to back away from a proposed
covenant between the CBC and
Farrakhan.
As Obama would later leam,
even when Minister Farrakhan is
denounced in the strongest possible
terms, that still will not satisfy
veracious critics.
On the eve of the Million Man
March in 1995, President Clinton,
speaking in Austin, Texas, said: “One
million men are right to be standing
up for personal responsibility. But 1
million men do not make right one
man’s message of malice and
division,” a reference to Farrakhan,
organizer of the march.
House Speaker Newt Gingrich
and
Republican
presidential

candidate Bob Dole of Kansas
blasted Clinton for not being even
stronger in his criticism of Farrakhan.
“I am shocked and dismayed that
President Clinton did not find the
moral courage to denounce Louis
Farrakhan by name in his speech
today in Texas,” Dole said.
“Farrakhan is a racist and antiSemite, unhinged by hate. He has no
place in American public life, and all
who would lead must say so.”
NBC’s Tim Russert raised the
Farrakhan issue at the debate last
week, asking Obama: “Do you accept
the support of Louis Farrakhan?”
OBAMA: You know, I have been
very clear in my denunciation of
Minister Farrakhan’s anti-Semitic
comments. I think that they are unac
ceptable and reprehensible. I did not
solicit this support. He expressed
pride in an African-American who
seems to be bringing the country
together. I obviously can’t censor
him, but it is not support that I sought.
And we’re not doing anything, I
assure you, formally or informally
with Minister Farrakhan.
RUSSERT: Do you reject his
support?
OBAMA: Well, Tim, you know,
I can’t say to somebody that he can’t
say that he thinks I’m a good guy.

(Laughter) I have been very clear in
my denunciations of him and his past
statements, and I think that indicates
to the American people what my
stance is on those comments.
Hillary Clinton tried to draw a
distinction between how she and
Obama handled reprehensible, unso
licited support.
CLINTON: I’m just saying that
you asked specifically if he would
reject it. And there’s a difference
between denouncing and rejecting...
I just think, we’ve got to be even
stronger...
OBAMA: Tim, I have to say I
don’t see a difference between
denouncing and rejecting. There’s no
formal offer of help from Minister
Farrakhan that would involve me
rejecting it. But if the word ‘’reject”
Senator Clinton feels is stronger than
the word ‘’denounce,” then I’m
happy to concede the point, and I
would
reject
and
denounce.
As the above exchange illustrates,
even when one has strongly and con
sistently denounced and rejected
Farrakhan, opponents still try to link
the two with political Velcro.
It’s time to now “denounce and
rejectf ’ those who repeatedly seek to
use the Farrakhan stick to pummel
blacks seeking public office.

The Plastic Crisis
BY BILL FLETCHER JR.
NNPA COLUMNIST

You may have
been following this
story. No, not the one
over-accumulation of
plastic waste and what that does to
the environment. Wecan discuss that
in another commentary. No, this one
has to do with credit, and it is a crisis
that is bubbling to the surface.
The collapse of the housing bubble
has had a few immediate implica
tions. The first, of course, is that
foreclosures are leaving individuals
and families homeless. The second
is that it is more difficult to sell a
house. Houses are on the market for
a longer period of time. The third, as
I mentioned in an earlier commen
tary, has been the bankruptcy of
many homebuilders, thereby leaving
the purchasers in the lurch, either
with an investment evaporating
entirely (including through incom
plete homes) or the loss of any
warranty to cover construction.
The fourth implication has been
in the form of the collapse of equity.
To put it another way, the ability to
refinance one’s home as well as the
ability to gain lines of credit to cover

the purchase d!’ other items has also
been disappearing. In fact, what is
now unfolding is that banks that
extended lines of credit to homeowners, based on the value of the
home, are now shutting off such
options. The extra funds that many
people were counting upon to cover
extra - though not extravagant purchases, or in some cases to just
get by, are no longer there.
Now comes the plastic crisis.
Credit cards that formerly seemed to
fall from the air, often going to
people who should never have been
within a mile of a credit card, are
becoming more difficult to obtain.
The terms and conditions are
becoming far more stringent, as
well.
For years, large numbers of
credit card users have had excessive
monthly carry-over charges. The
average household having at least
one credit card has approximately
$9000 in debt. Roughly half of credit
card users make only the minimum
monthly payments, thus wracking
up tremendous interest payments.
What this reflects, more than
anything else, is that increasing
numbers of people in the USA have
been attempting to sustain them-

What are your opinions on
The Weekly Challenged
Please feel free to let us know.

selves not on their wages, but on
debt. Why?
The living standard for the
average U.S. working person has
been declining since the mid 1970s.
As wage increases stagnated, struc
tural unemployment became more
common, and work came to be
defined more in terms of being parttime, temporary or contingent
(rather than full-time and regular), it
has, become more and more difficult
for working people to keep up.
The housing boom and the availabil
ity of credit gave large numbers of
working people an opportunity to
prop up their living standards.
Everything seemed fine until the
housing bubble burst. And, much
like other disasters, the end of the
housing boom was only another
domino falling, resulting in the
collapse of yet other dominoes, in
this case the collapse of the lives and
opportunities for millions.
As a result, working people
struggling to survive find them
selves turning again to their credit
cards. Yet, with balances of more
than $9,000/month and so many
people relying on minimum
payments, this situation cannot last.
In fact, ifbanks proceed to shrink the

availability of credit cards as well as
shrink the availability of credit, the
result is a spiraling down toward a
crash.
There are steps that government
needs to take, such as overturning
the Republican-backed legislation
that makes it more difficult for
average people to declare bankrupt
cy. The economic policies that have
been followed since the early l980s
have largely led to the decline in
living standards. In addition, the
ability of employers to undermine
efforts by workers to join or form
labor unions thwarts what has been
generally recognized as the major
and most successful anti-poverty
program the USA has experienced:
unionization.
For years we have lived an
illusion that through credit we could
sustain a living standard for the early
2lst century on wages and salaries
that - once inflation is factored in is equivalent to what we were
making in the late l960s. This
illusion led many of us to believe
that this situation could go on and on
and that the actual reasons for our
stagnating living standards never
needed to be addressed. Well, the bill
is coming due.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Walgreens Retail And Customer Service
Training In South St. Petersburg

Photo courtesy of Family Service Centers/

Walgreens District Trainer Lynn Elsen (left)
reviews cash register procedures with trainee Sonja Parker.
Looking on are (I to r) trainer Brenda Dunbar of Family
Service Centers, trainee Karla Mobley, and
PSS Director of Programs Vanessia Washington.
BY ADAM MAYEFSKY
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - “We
need a manager over here!”
someone shouted from the
group. John Velez stepped
forward, turned the key in the
cash register, and successfully
processed a void transaction.
Thunderous applause erupted
in the room for a job well done.
This scene takes place at
the Walgreens Retail and
Customer Service Training in
south St. Petersburg, the first of
its kind offered in the state of
Florida thanks to a collabora
tion that includes Walgreens,
Advantage Training Systems
Inc., and Family Service Centers
Inc.’s Ways to Work/Partners in
Self-Sufficiency program.
Qualifying for this first
course were seven local
residents, each with a different
work history that somehow
spun off track. Now, all are
pursuing a new retail career
and a new lease on life. Velez,
24, was seriously injured in an
auto accident nearly a year ago
on the same day he lost his job
at
another
retail
outlet.
Without many marketable
skills, he was left without

steady work or direction.
Walgreens job training has
turned his life around.
“The hardest part was
showing up,” said Velez.
“Before, I didn’t know how to
keep my cool if I was having a
bad day, or if a customer was
being difficult. The Walgreens
training has taught me how to
keep a smile and say ‘thank
you’ or ‘how can I help you’ no
matter what.”
Karla Mobley and Sonja
Parker, both single mothers,
have also been given new
starts. Mobley, 43, struggled
financially as a home child
care provider who relied on
parents’ ability to pay in full,
and on time. After years of
dealing with this instability,
she reached the end of her rope
with no other job skills or hope
for a better life. Two years ago,
she joined the “Ways to Work”
program to receive a loan for a
used car. After successfully
repaying the entire loan, she
learned of the Walgreens
training and was so grateful for
the opportunity, she con
tributed $100 of her own
money for the tuition, even
though grant assistance was
available. “I get emotional

when I talk about this opportu
nity,” said Mobley with tears in
her eyes. “The skills I’m
learning here I can take
anywhere. Everyone has been
just terrific. I even come in on
optional days to. work on my
computer skills.”
Parker, 34, had previous
retail and computer experience
but found limited job opportu
nities due to past struggles with
addictions. Now sober for 13
years, Parker sees this training
as a brand new beginning for
her and her family. “It had been
a while since I was on a
register, so I was pretty
nervous at first,” said Parker.
“But the trainers here really
push you to pursue excellence.
Walgreens
is
doing
an
awesome job giving this oppor
tunity to people who may not
have the chance otherwise. I
commend them on that.”
“We want to provide those
in the community not just with
a chance for a new job, but a
new career with room for
advancement,” said Walgreens
District
Manager
Alberto
Torres. “We’ve had that oppor
tunity, and now we want to
give back to others.”
Walgreens provides the
classroom with authentic cash
registers and sample products
to simulate exactly what
trainees will experience if they
advance to a job at a local store.
“The skills they leam here
get them in the door,” said

individual in this room has
been held back by different
obstacles at some point in their
lives, and now they’ve been
given a second chance.”
“We really hope other cor
porations will also step forward
and partner with us to provide
this model of training to the
community,”
said
Gloria
Campbell, owner of Advantage
Training Systems,
the St.
Petersburg Walgreens training
facility. “When new employees
become overwhelmed, they
perform poorly or just don’t
show up.
When properly
trained, applicants aren’t as
quick to feel defeated but have
the confidence to overcome
those hurdles, and everyone
wins. And the cost to the
employer is minimal.”
Class size is limited to 10
to ensure adequate individual
attention. The fee for the threeweek course, including books
and materials, is $299 and is
available
to
the
public.
Scholarship
assistance
is
accessible to qualified individ
uals through United Way of
Tampa Bay, WorkNet Pinellas,
and
the
training
site,
Advantage Training Systems.
The first seven trainees will
take part in a formal graduation
ceremony at the Royal Theater
in St. Petersburg Saturday,
March 15 at noon.
The collaboration hopes to
expand Walgreens training to
all of Pinellas County soon,

Lynn i~ Elsen,

Walgreens

based on demand and available

district trainer providing on
site instruction in Walgreens’
policies and equipment. “They
still have to perform well, but
this training prepares them to
do a great job.”
“This program is all about
eliminating barriers,” said
Vanessia Washington, PSS
director of programs. “Each

training space. The next class
in St. Petersburg begins March
17. For more information, call
Partners in Self-Sufficiency at
727-446-7778.
For information on this
story, contact Adam Mayefsky
at 727-489-5244 or email
amayefsky@familyservicecenters.org

a

One leak, one week.

UPS Awards $25,000
Grant To ETA RHO
Education Services

$25,000 check presented
BY THOMAS PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Fraternity Inc., through its char
itable foundation ERES, was
awarded a grant to improve the
educational experiences
of
youth. ERES will partner with
the St. Petersburg branch of the

NAACP
to
upgrade
the
computer lab that is housed
within that facility.
The two organizations will
afford local children the oppor
tunity to receive the benefit of
tutorial services in a first class
computer environment. Both
organizations have a long
history of working within the
community for the uplift of it
citizens. The fraternity is
honored to have formed an
association with this flagship
civil rights organization.
ERES is grateful to UPS for
making
this
opportunity
available and for their support
and desire to enhance the
quality of education for youth in
south St. Petersburg.

Adults Mentoring
Children Program
Seeks Volunteers
Gulf Coast Community Care
needs volunteers age 30 and
older for its mentoring program.
Volunteers are matched with
children from single parent
homes who need adult compan
ionship. Many of the children are
in foster care or live with a single
mother who is going to school
and working. There is a special
need For' volunteers for children
ages 10 to 14.
Volunteers give the gift of
time to one child and are

provided social events and
support by agency staff. No
experience is necessary. There
are no costs. Volunteers spend a
few hours a week in simple
activities such as reading,
fishing, baking, teaching a craft
or visiting a park with a child.
There are 70 children through
out Pinellas waiting for mentors!
To leam how you can make a

lasting difference in the life of a
child, call Beverly at 479-1841.

T-SHIRTS. UNIFORMS. SPORTSWEAR. FAMILY REUNIONS. MEMORIALS

PH; (727)823-2500

PH*. (727)766-7529

CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS

1550 16TH ST. S.

One small leak can waste 75 gallons of
water a week. That’s your money going
down the drain.

L----------------- EML: SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS. SCREEN PRINTINO. EMBROIOERT. BANNERS. SIGNS & MORE I

These easy steps will reduce your use:
£ Check faucets, sprinklers and spigots
for leaks

A

Make sure you’re irrigating the plants,
not the sidewalk or street
Irrigate only during permitted days and
times, and only ifyour landscape
needs it
For more tips to
reduce your water use, visit

4k
W.

A

WATERMATTERS .ORG

Southwest Florida
Water Management District

CA$H 3
638
294
841

k
DOG V
DAY!

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call
(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

ARRESTED!

Webb’s
’
Bail
Bonb

Easy Payment
Plans

8-3
7-5
2-8

‘1-4
!5-6
:5-2

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete Fl. 33707
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tuition-Free Charter
Schools Opening In
Tampa Bay Area

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
> IIK

P

Courtesy of

11

Y

Friday, March 7 - Downtown on Central Ave. between 2nd
St. & 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Festive street party with live

Saturday, March 8 - Florida Archaeology, Weedon Island

jazz music and vendors.

demonstrations, prehistoric life
activites. Free. 727-453-6501

Bands to be announced.

Breakfast Optimist Club. Free. 727-393-3597.

Friday, March 7 - St. Pete Shuffle. St. Petersburg
Shuffleboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. 7 to 11 p.m. A
hip twist on an old game. Equipment provided. Free.
www.stpeteshuffle.com or 727-867-7228.

Friday - Sunday, March 7 to 9 - 8th Annual Cajun Zydeco
Crawfish Festival. Vinoy Park, Bayshore Dr. and 7th Ave.

Preserve, 1800 Weedon Dr. N.E. Native American craft
gallery opening

and

Saturday, March 8 - Saturday Afternoon Fun. The Pier,
800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Lots of family fun, face
painting and a character from Fritzy Bros. One Man
Circus. Also Sounds of Saturday - Lionheart. Listen and
dance to outdoor music. Free, www.stpetepier.com or
727-631-6443.

N.E. Fri. 5 to 10 p.m., Sat. noon to 10 p.m., and Sun. noon

Saturday, March 8 - Gallery Walk. Throughout downtown,

to 8 p.m. Cajun, Zydeco, Swamp Pop local and national
musical groups, dancing and lots of crawfish, www.cajun-

5:30 p.m. Take a Walk on the Art Side. Enjoy an evening
of visual art and see what's new at downtown galleries,

connection.org or 727-892-5706.

meet

Saturday, March 8 - 2008 Spring Spa Beach Splash! Pier
Aquarium Education Station at Spa Beach, 800 2nd Ave.
N.E. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Discover marine fun at this family
friendly event. Scavenger hunts, marine arts and crafts
and hands-on activities. Free, www.pieraquarium.org or
727-895-7437.

artists

and

gallery

owners.

Downtown

Arts

Association. Free, www.stpetearts.org or 727-821-6767.
Dine-A-Round and Enjoy the Arts, 5 to 10 p>m. Hop
aboard the shuttle to receive a flyer that list the members
of the Downtown Arts Association, participating restau
rants and their special offers, www.loopertrolley.com.

Saturday and Sunday, March 8 & 9 - Wildlife Weekend.

Saturday, March 8 - Saturday Art Market. Williams Park.
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fine arts and fine crafts show and sale.
Free. 727-898-6061.

Saturday, March 8 - Saturday Market at Gas Plant
Antiques and Fergs, Central Ave. and 13th St N. 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Featuring local artists, gifts, live music, fresh

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. Sat.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sun. 10 .a.m. to 4 p.m. Celebrate wildlife
and wildlands. Nature exhibits, walks, vendors, crafts,
food and lots more. Free. 727-893-7326.

Sunday, March 9 - Family Day. The Arts Center, 719
Central Ave. Enjoy an art filled afternoon of fun activities.
www.theartscenter.org or 727-822-7872.

produce and much more. Free. 727-895-0368.

Sunday, March 9 - Music Fest on the Water - Cheryl
Saturday, March 8 - Saturday Morning Market. Central
Ave. between 1st St. and 2nd St. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
European-style open air market featuring fresh produce,
prepared foods, gourmet baked goods, greenery, hand
crafted housewares, gifts, work by local artists, live music
and more. Free, www.saturdaymorningmarket.com or
727-455-4921.

Hawkins and Friends. The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4
p.m.

Enjoy

easy

listening

music

in

the

Waterside

Courtyard. Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-631-6443.

Sunday, March 9 - Sunday Afternoon Fun. The Pier, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Family fun with face painting.
Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-631-6443.

Local NAACP Addresses Health Disparities
The Health Committee of
the branch has committed to
giving attention to two critical
issues:
African American
infant morbidity/mortality and
substance abuse treatment in
Pinellas county.

ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg branch of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People invites everyone to
attend its monthly community
forum.

This meeting will take
place on Tuesday, March .18,
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
at 1501 16th St. S., St.
Petersburg. There will be time
for community feedback and
an opportunity for those who

are interested to commit to
actively participate in the
committee work.
Please contact the branch
for more information (727)
898-3310 or (727) 896-8024
or naacpstpete@verizon.net.

CLASSIFIED
WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available

•
•
•
•

Atty. Roderick 0. Ford, Esq.
(727) 209-0814
www.fordlaw.org

(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

JgBL

SH

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker •

Petershurg 727*501*2401

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Darius Wilson
Detailing

Custom Detailing

MARCH MADDNESS SFEfeBL

Diverse

Relaxer & Conditioning
or Highlight & Conditioning $45
Sewn-in Weave Full Head $ 100

Crystal

Free Skin Care Consultation

Walker

Expires 4/1/2008

* ACTIVIST/ORGANIZER *

f

C: 727-557-6294
or 727-320-5294
Vernelll964@yahoo.com

Fight for living wage jobs, civil rights, better schools.

____

J

BY JOHN GIST

in 2007 at the

SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

On Thursday, March 13, at
9:00 a.m. the Kids and Kubs
senior softball league will host
a memorial game in honor of
Mr. Silas Simmons. Mr.
Simmons became an honorary
member of the Kids and Kubs

young age of
110. Mr. Simmons was also a
former member of the “Negro
Baseball League.”
This game will take place
at
Lake
Vista
baseball
complex, 1401 62nd Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. All are invited
to attend this memorial game.

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.

RH™
Master Stylist
and Owner

Insurance

Crystalistic Hair Designs
1638 49th Street South

Cancelled or Non-ReneWed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

Kids And Kubs

Worker’s Compensation (Job Injuries)
Employment Law (Job Discrimination)
Personal Injury (Auto Accidents)
Bankruptcy Law (Chapter 7 & 13)

Information Available on Reverse Mortgages

Mb

was initially developed at
Florida State University in 1988
by Dr. Sarah Butzin, a university
researcher and former classroom
teacher, who wanted to create a
better instructional system with
more computers, hands-on
learning and joyful classroom
environments.
“Fifteen years worth of
research studies on the program
have shown that Project CHILD
students get higher test scores,
have fewer discipline referrals,
and do better in middle school,”
said Butzin, “Project CHILD
students enjoy coming to school
because they can be active as
well as successful.”
Imagine School at St.
Petersburg will be located at
1950 First Avenue North near
downtown
St.
Petersburg.
While the first year will only
include pre-kindergarten through
fifth grade, the school plans to
add a sixth grade in 2009,
seventh grade in 2010 and an
eighth grade in 2011. For infor
mation about parent information
sessions or about Imagine
School St. Petersburg, call (727)
821-7100, visit www.imagineschoolspinellas.com or email
Connor at Robert.Connor@imagineschools.com.
The schools will provide
transportation to students from a
surrounding area of about two to
four miles around the school,
will serve breakfast and lunch,
and will provide before- and
after-school
programs
to
students during the school week.
More information about
Project CHILD can be found at
www.ifsi.org.

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ATTORNEY

Notary Public

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

TAMPA - Two new tuitionfree charter schools opening in
the Tampa Bay area this August
will give parents and students a
new choice in elementary
education.
Imagine School at St.
Petersburg and Imagine School
at Land O’ Lakes are part of a
national non-profit organization,
Imagine Schools Inc., which
currently operates more than 55
schools nationwide in conjunc
tion with local boards.
“These new schools will
offer students and their parents
the benefits of a quality private
school education in a free public
school setting,” said John
Selover, principal of the Imagine
School at Land O’ Lakes.
Like
private
schools,
students at both schools will be
required to wear uniforms, and
the schools will be held account
able to parents and a local
community board. Like public
schools, there is no cost to attend
because funds are provided from
state taxes.
“Parent involvement is very
important at Imagine because of
our strong emphasis on character
education,” said Robert Connor,
principal of the Imagine School
at St. Petersburg, “Our parents
are expected to participate and
volunteer at least 20 hours each
year.”
Both schools will also be
built around the concept of
Proj ect CHILD (Changing How
Instruction for Learning is
Delivered), a unique education
model which allows students to
work with the same teachers
over a three-year period.
The Project CHILD concept

Hours are Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and some Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For information call 1-800-796-6830 (message line)
or visit www.acorn.org
Email resume and cover letter to recruit@acorn.org
The city that we are hiring for is Tampa,FL

■ Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday. 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music. 7-10 p.m.
*The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. -12 p.m.
• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. • 8 p.m.

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864^1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060 1 st Avenue North
St. PETERSBURG, FL 33713
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community news
Moffitt Cancer Center
Dietitians Celebrate National
Nutrition Month
TAMPA - Whether or not
you have cancer, nutrition is vital
for a healthy lifestyle. Registered
dietitians can help you sink your
teeth into informed food choices
and sound eating habits.
It’s just in time for March National Nutrition Month.
Moffitt Cancer Center’s
Department of Nutrition boasts a
team of registered and licensed
dietitians that specialize in the
nutritional care of cancer
patients. As part of the interdisci
plinary medical team, they
provide quality care and compre
hensive
medical
nutrition
therapy, including:
• Prevention and treatment

of malnutrition.
• Counseling on diet and
cancer prevention.
• Counseling on dietary sup
plements.
• Provision of tube-feeding
recommendations.
• Food safety guidance for
patients
with
decreased
immunity.
Spot
Moffitt
dietitians
wearing pink on March 10,
Registered
Dietitian
Day.
Registered
dietitians
have
degrees in nutrition, dietetics,
public health or related fields,
and most have a master’s. They
must
complete
supervised
training and pass a Commission

on Dietetic Registration exam.
“When you need food and
nutrition information based on
fact or need to know how a
healthy diet improves health and
fights disease, rely on qualified
professionals in the field,” says
Kathy Allen, M.A., R.D., LD/N
and manager of Nutritional
Therapy at Moffitt. “They are
able to separate facts from fads
and translate nutrition science
into information you can use.”
Patients can find information
on healthy eating and foods that
can help fight cancer on March
14 and 28 in the Moffitt Clinic
Building atrium. There will be
games and giveaways.

The National Council of Negro
Women 5th Annual Black
Family Reunion And Annual
International Food Festival
The National Council of
Negro Women will hold its 5th
Annual Black Family Reunion
and Annual International Food
Festival on Saturday, March 15,
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at
the
Carter
G.
Woodson
Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S., St.

Petersburg.
Join your NCNW sisters for
this great occasion of “bringing
countries together one bite at a
time.”
Donations are accepted and
appreciated. The proceeds will
benefit the Human Services

Programs and the upkeep of the
historic Fannye A. Ponder
Council House.
For more information about
this event, call Mae Welch at
727-455-0007,
or
Signora
Farris, president of the NCNW
at 727-327-3154.

Nurse Wins Feaster Award For
Compassionate Care
ST. PETERSBURG - Kesha
Contento, an emergency depart
ment nurse at Bayfront Medical
Center, has been named this
year’s recipient of the Dr. B.
Lynn Feaster Compassionate
Care Award.
A grieving mother touched
by the care of Contento sent the
winning
nomination
letter,
which made a room full of care
givers cry. Contento, an RN at
Bayfront for seven years, con
sistently demonstrates compas
sion for every patient. In the
letter she was described as “the
nurse that has a heart of gold,” as
well as having a soft bedside
manner and great listening
skills. Contento is also the coor
dinator of Bayfront’s Chest Pain
Center in the Emergency
Department.

The Feaster Award is named
for the life-long dedication to
compassionate care the late Dr.
Feaster exhibited. His practice
combined academic excellence
in internal medicine with the
kindness of a friend at a patient’s
bedside. The award is given
annually to a patient care team
member that shows the same
compassion that made Dr.
Feaster so wonderful.
For more than 100 years,
Bayfront Medical Center - a
502-bed, not-for-profit, teaching
hospital in St. Petersburg - has
responded to the healthcare
needs of West Coast residents.
Pinellas County’s only trauma
center, Bayfront is also home to
Bayflite - the largest hospitalbased flight program in the
Southeastern United States that

brings life-saving trauma care to
thousands in a l5-county region.
Bayfront Medical Center
provides
comprehensive
services
in:
trauma
and
emergency care; obstetrics and
gynecology; cardiology; ortho
pedics; neurosciences; rehabili
tation and cancer care.
Bayfront
has
received
numerous national accolades,
including: 2007 Premier Award
for Quality for open-heart
surgery in the area of coronary
artery bypass graft; accreditation
from the National Society of
Chest Pain Centers;
and
Working Mother magazine’s
“100 Best Companies for
Working Mothers” for nine
years. For more information
about
Bayfront,
visit
www.bayfront.org.

Beauty Inside and Out
By Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant

Beauty Means...Inner Strength
Inner strength is your faith in yourself and
your own abilities, the power you have within
you to make good things happen and to bounce
back when disappointments come.
Inner strength is a kind of internal energy;
it can come from your relationships, your
religion, or your commitment to make the
most of who you are. It gives you the
potential to strive for excellence and achieve
it, to hold on to your convictions and apply
them to everything you do, to be strong for
others as well as for yourself.
Sometimes, it’s easier to appear to be
strong than it is to really be strong within. No
matter what the circumstances, inner strength
is derived from what you possess internally:
your faith in yourself, the responsibility you
feel toward the people who love you, your
standards and beliefs - your character.
Inner strength comes from having learned
how to deal with mistakes, misunderstandings,
and even bad luck. It means learning how to

work out whatever may go wrong—from a
stalled car to a major family crisis.
When you’re strong internally, you can
count on yourself and others can count on you,
too. You take responsibility for yourself and
know how to shoulder your own burdens.
And, when the people who are important to
you need your help, they know they can rely
on you.
Having inner strength means being a self
starter, a person who can initiate difficult new
projects without the help of others. Inner
strength also gives you the emotional wisdom
and the internal energy to start again when
projects sometimes fail.
Inner strength is the power you have inside
you to cope with the worst as well as the best;
to take on the world with optimism whatever it
brings; to take risks without fear of failure, and
to accept failure by learning from it.
Source: Mary Kay Guide to Beauty

celebrate
being a woman
You love choices! With the latest shades,
anti-aging skin care and great gift ideas,
I can show you beautiful products suited
just for you. Call me today to find more ways
to look good and feel great!
Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/dspeights

(727) 866-6621
(727) 896-6556

Naaman Johnson

CROWN

represents

Mercedes-Benz
SwXsssr..... —. /ALL

Naaman Johnson, ^p^esente Mj^des-Benz at Grown
Autocars.'Naarrarf^a famnfiLwrtejbfte.iukurT-' n
» I

1 representation of

ian would like to inviteall his friends, clients and

EUROCARS
r.

j,i une of the

S

who would like a Mercedez Benz purchase
experience "unlike any other”
>

to stop by and say hello.

Direct (727)329-3036

Mercedes-Benz "Best of the Best”
Retailer Award Winners for 2002-2004-2006

FA40994

6001 34th Street

Scientists Link Down Syndrome
and Alzheimer’s
TAMPA - Research by scien
tists at the Johnnie B. Byrd Sr.,
Alzheimer’s Center & Research
Institute and the University of
South
Florida
Suncoast
Alzheimer’s and Gerontology
Center suggests Alzheimer’s
disease may be a form of Down
Syndrome.
The new study shows that
the mutant genes that cause
Alzheimer’s also lead to the
creation of Down Syndrome
cells during the normal process
of cell division. In healthy cell
division, cells receive a pair of
each chromosome. In the mutant
process, normal cells become
Down Syndrome cells with the
addition of a third copy of chro
mosome 21. All people bom
with Down Syndrome develop

the memory loss and cognitive
decline of Alzheimer’s disease
by age 30 or 40.
“Understanding the link
between Down Syndrome and
Alzheimer’s disease - that they
are partly the same disease - has
potentially important implica
tions for both diagnosis and
therapy,” said Dr. Huntington
Potter, CEO and Scientific
Director of the Byrd Alzheimer’s
Institute.
“If we can detect Down
Syndrome cells in people who
are not yet showing Alzheimer’s
symptoms, we have the opportu
nity for early intervention,”
Potter said. “Because we know
Down Syndrome cells are
present
in
people
with
Alzheimer’s, we can also

research ways to stop those cells
from developing or even identify
and destroy them before they
cause Alzheimer’s.”
The new finding adds to a
growing body of evidence from
the Byrd Alzheimer’s Institute,
the University of South Florida
and other investigators that
shows Alzheimer’s patients
contain many cells with three
copies of chromosome 21, called
trisomy 21, in all tissues of the
body and thus are partially
Down Syndrome.
The experiment results are
outlined in current editions of the
journals
“Neurobiology
of
Aging” and “Future Neurology.”
Read the full findings at
www.ByrdInstitute.org.

N., St. Petersburg • (727)527-5731

St. Petersburg Theological Seminary
The Vision
An Institution Of Higher

Learning Committed To
Preparing Men & Women To
^^w^tt^teQearly’Hie
■ Claims OfThe Older And*
5 Newer Covenants For The
Modern World

Programs Offered:
•Doctor Of Ministry
• Master Of Divinity
• Master Of Rabbinic Studies

A Place Where
One's Natural
Gifts Can
Blossom Into
God's Glory

10830 Navajo Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33708

727-399-0276
ww.sptseminary.edu
registrar@sptseminary.edu

• M.A. ta Biblical Studies
• M A. in Counseling
• M.A. In Judaic Studies
• MA to Missiology/Evangelism/Youth Ministry
• M.A. In Pastoral Counseling
• M.S. ta Educational Ministries
• M.S. ta Religious Teacher Education
• M.S. ta Teacher Education
• Bachelor Of Arts Degree Completion
• Certificate In Religious Education

Accredited by The Trans-Nation^ Association Of Christian Colleges.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Sister Team Joins Forces At
Catering By Saffron’s

Rick G^s

JAMM
(L-R) Alex Stein, James Gibbs,
Asher Stein

Bayview Room
Jazz Lights Up St. Petersburg!
Friday night was SRO.
You’re reading correctly, it was
Standing-Room-Only in the
Bayview Room at the Mahaffey
Theater in downtown St.
Petersburg. An audience that
had come to listen to pure jazz
was taking in a mind full ofjazz
riffs and licks produced by the
best of Tampa Bay’s jazz
musicians. International pianist
and keyboard player Kenny
Drew Jr., international bass
player and former Duke
Ellington band member John
Lamb, and creative drummer
Thomas Carabasi were the sup
porting rhythmic staff for a trio
of young and exciting New York
and New Jersey jazz musicians.
Visiting from New Jersey
and New York were the Stein
Brothers,
Alex
on
tenor
saxophone, and Asher handling
the duties on alto saxophone
was joined by trumpet player
James Gibbs.
This was truly a j azz concert
made
in
so-called
“Jazz
Heaven.” Many of the tunes that
the band played were standard
jazz tunes, however, they were
arranged so that even though
you could recognize the tune,
there
existed
a
different

these presented in a new and
refreshing manner.
Many who attended this
fantastic jazz presentation on
Friday were there for the first
time. Several were overheard
saying, “This is the place to be
on a Friday,” “To think, I’ve
been missing this wonderful
jazz,” “This is the hippest jazz
club in the entire Tampa Bay
area,” and “I’ll never miss
another jazz concert at the
Bayview Room.”
It seemed as if it was a
coming out party for each of the
musicians.
James
Gibbs
delighted the audience with his
high-flying soaring solos and
the Stein Brothers, at times
played in unison, providing the
audience with sheets of sound.
As for Kenny Drew Jr. and his
keyboard playing, there is not
much that can be said that
hasn’t already been said in
many jazz articles. This is a
musician who is far beyond his
time. John Lamb demonstrated
on bass why he is considered to
be one of the best that has ever
performed with the Duke. As
for Thomas Carabasi, once you
listen to his exciting and electri
fying beat, it’s no wonder why
many of the jazz bands in the
area request him to be their
drummer.
All in all, let’s just say to
those of you who were unable
to attend the jazz concert on
Friday night, do yourself a
favor and don’t miss Rose Bilal,

“twang” about them.
For
example, tunes such as “Star

Eyes,” “Body and Soul,” “I’ll
Remember
April,”
and
“Stompin’ At The Savoy” were
all standard tunes, but my-ohmy, how they were arranged! It
was a delight to hear tunes like

jazz vocalist and her quartet
featuring St. Petersburg’s own
Henry Ashwood Jr. on alto
saxophone. They will be per
forming in the Bayview Room
March 21. See you there!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! You may visit my
website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at JazzJamm@aolcom.
You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St, S, St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Catering
by
Saffron’s
Specializing in Off Premise
caterings has been owned and
operated by Jackie Hill one of
the
original
owners
of
Saffron’s since January 2007.
Edyth James, owned and
operated the Park Street
Restaurant and catering service
for nearly 20 years until she
closed the doors in December
2006, and went on to try some

other ventures. The sister team
is back together again joining
forces. Their plans are to bring
to the Tampa Bay Market,
through off-premise events, the
outstanding cuisine that made
Saffron’s
Restaurant
a
household name. Their new
menu and modem look will
offer some of the old favorites
and delight the Tampa Bay
area with their new gourmet

offerings.
James, will bring to
Catering by Saffron’s her years
of experience, and community
involvement to the off-premise
catering company of which
Saffron’s has evolved. She will
be in charge of marketing for
the company, and Hill will
continue as the chef responsi
ble for creating pallet-pleasing
dishes

The Fannie Lou Hamer Story
“The Fannie Lou Hamer
Story: The Woman, the
Legend, and Her Songs on the
Rugged Road to Freedom,”
sponsored by the Florida
Humanities Council and the
National Endowment for the

Humanities, will be presented
at noon on Wednesday, March
19, at the University of South
Florida (Davis Hall, 130), 140
7th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
A second presentation
takes place at 7:00 p.m. at the

Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum
located at 2240 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
These events are free and
open to the general public.
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United in song, and in
pursuit of new choir robes.
For every member of your group who opens a checking account with SunTrust, we’ll donate
$100 to the qualified non-profit organization of your choice.

MAPE/INJHEUSA

Simply open your SunTrust checking account, accept and make any purchase with your new

!

SunTrust Visa® Check Card, and submit a completed redemption form. SunTrust will then donate

Encore Celebrates
Great American Composers

$100 in your name to the cause of your choice, which means you and likeminded friends can

Artistic Director Mark Sforzini

make something very special happen. If your cause is a little more personal, you can get a

Strike Up the Band
The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet

Tuesday, Jan. 29,7:30 p.m., $12-$l 7
Talk back host: Bob Devin Jones, Studio@620
Supported by: Northern Trust Bank

concert

1

R

$50 SunTrust Visa® Gift Card instead.
SunTrust also offers SunPoints for Charity,an ongoing rewards program that lets you keep
supporting your favorite cause by turning everyday banking into everyday giving.
Seize the opportunity to do something great. Visit your local SunTrust branch,
call 800.485.8982, orvisit suntrust.com/mycause for complete details.

Alejandro
Escovedo
Saturday, Mar. 7
8 p.m., $20

SunTrust
3/13 Side Door Jazz, Nate Najar w/ Harry Alan

Seeing beyond money

A Salute to Big Bands

KA I

I

A I’M1 I k A I BOX OFFICE (727) 822-3590

PA L L A UI U M

WWW.MYPALLADIUM.ORG

Open a new SunTrust personal or business checking account from January 22 through March 29, 2008, accept and make a purchase with your SunTrust Visa
Check Card by May 15, 2008 and submit a redemption form by May 15, 2008, to be eligible to either donate $100 to the charity of your choice or receive a $50
Visa Gift Card. Charity must be an IRS recognized 501(c)(3). Charity listing provided at suntrust.com/mycause. Account must be in good standing at the time
incentive is paid. AU incentives will be mailed by June 30,2008. Offer subject to withdrawal at any time.

at ST PETERSBURG COLLEGE I 253 FIFTH AVE. N„ ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701
The Visa Gift Card is accepted everywhere in the United States the Visa Debit Card is accepted.
MEDIA SUPPORTER

OLYMPIAN SUPPORTORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family

-jj.il

Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain

(’Ll Hl C5

Rauscher, Sembler Company, St, Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.

SunTrust Bank. Member FDIC. 02008, SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and Seeing beyond money are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
SunPoints for Charity is a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BUCS
CORNER
Former Saints Center
Jeff Faine Signs With Buccaneers

Jeff Faine

TAMPA (AP) - The Tampa
Bay Buccaneers addressed one
of their priorities in free agency
Friday, signing former New
Orleans Saints center Jeff Faine.
The team also announced

the signing of linebacker
Antoine Cash, who spent last
season on injured reserve after
appearing in 16 games for the
Bucs in 2006.
Upgrading at center is one
of coach Jon Gruden's main
objectives this offseason. The
Bucs also are in the market for
help at receiver, running back,
comerback and on the defensive
line, where veterans^ Kevin
Carter and Greg Spires were
released this week.
Tampa Bay has been unable
to pursue many top-tier free
agents in recent years, however

the club entered this year's
signing period about $44
million below the salary cap.
Faine, who turns 27 on April
6, joins an offensive line that
was one of the youngest in the
NFL at the end of last season.
The Bucs rebuilt the unit in the
past two drafts, bringing in three
new starters with first- or
second-round picks.
The 6-foot-3, 291-pound
center was drafted in the first
round, No. 21 overall, by
Cleveland in 2003. He has
started all 66 games he's
appeared in five seasons with

the Browns and Saints, who
acquired him two years ago.
“I'm really excited to be part
of the Buccaneers franchise and
have the opportunity to work
with Coach Gruden and my new
teammates,” Faine said in a
statement released by the team.
“I'm especially looking forward
to working in this offense and
helping Tampa Bay defend the
NFC South title.”
John Wade has been Tampa
Bay's starting center the past
five seasons, however the Bucs
opted not to re-sign him.

Buccaneers Make
TE John Gilmore,
DE Jjmmy Wilkerson Trade With Bears For
t QB Brian Griese
Sign With Bucs
TAMPA (AP) -Free-agent
tight end John Gilmore and
defensive end Jimmy Wilkerson
signed with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers on Saturday.
Gilmore, who entered the
NFL as a sixth-round draft pick
of the New Orleans Saints in
2002, played the past six
seasons with the Chicago Bears.
He has appeared in 86 regular-

season games, starting 10, and
has 21 receptions for 194 yards
and three touchdowns.
Wilkerson, who entered the
NFL as a sixth-round draft pick
by Kansas City in 2003, played
the past five seasons with the
Chiefs. He has 97 career tackles,
one sack, six passes defensed,
one fumble recovery and 41
special teams tackles.

TAMPA (AP) s Quarterback
Brian Griese is coming back to
Tampa Bay.
The Buccaneers traded an
undisclosed 2009 draft pick to
the Chicago Bears on Monday
for Griese, who played for
Tanrpa Bay in 2004 and 2005.
Griese passed for 3,768
yards, 27 touchdowns and 19
interceptions for Tampa. His

97.5 quarterback rating in 2004
is the best single-season mark in
Bucs' history. ?
Griese played for Chicago
the past two seasons, passing for
2,023 yards, 11 touchdowns and
14 interceptions as a backup.
Griese was traded after the
Bears re-signed Rex Grossman
and gave a contract extension to
Kyle Orton.

Pats Bring Back Moss For Another Try At Title
him as saying. "I'm ready to get
back. We have some unfinished
business to take care of."
Moss' agent, Tim DiPiero,
said the deal included guarantees
of $15 million, including a $12
million signing bonus to the
receiver who set an NFL record
Randy Moss
with 23 touchdown catches and
helped the Patriots reach the
BY JIMMY GOLEN
Super Bowl in his first season
BOSTON (AP) - Randy with the team.
"Randy was serious about
Moss is staying with the New
wanting to stay," DiPiero wrote in
England Patriots.
The
defending
AFC an e-mail. "Because of Randy's
champions re-signed the record- record-breaking year, the interest
breaking receiver on Monday to a in him was very high. Randy took
three-year deal worth $27 less than he could have to rejoin
million, his agent said. The his teammates."
Pairing Moss with NFL MVP
signing was confirmed by the
Tom
Brady, who broke the league
team shortly after Moss posted a
record with 50 touchdown passes,
message to fans on his Web site.
"I want to take time out to the Patriots breezed through the
thank all of the fans for their regular season with a perfect 16-0
support and for wishing me well record. They improved to an
18-0
before
in my return to New England," unprecedented
therealrandymoss.com
quotes blowing a chance at the league's

longest unbeaten season with a
17-14 Super Bowl loss to the
New York Giants.
"What Randy did for our
team last year was outstanding,"
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said
in a statement. "He is one of our
most consistent, competitive and
team-oriented players and it is
undoubtedly a relationship we are
excited to continue."
Moss, 31, has caught 774
passes for 12,193 yards in a 10year career, and his 124 career
receiving touchdowns are fourth
in NFL history.
A four-time All-Pro, Moss
took a pay cut to get out of
Oakland and come to New
England last April in exchange
for a fourth-round draft pick. In
addition to his 23 touchdowns, he
caught 98 passes for 1,493 yards
and largely avoided the type of
turmoil that characterized his
previous NFL stops.
During seven years with

Minnesota, where he made five
Pro Bowls, he was fined $10,000
for pretending to pull down his
pants and moon the Green Bay
crowd during a Vikings playoff
win, and drew criticism for
leaving the field with 2 seconds
left in a loss to Washington.
He also bumped a traffic
control officer with his car in
2002, verbally abused corporate
sponsors on a team bus in 2001
and squirted an official with a
water bottle in 1999.
In Oakland, he openly cam
paigned to be traded to a winning
team. With the Patriots, he
avoided controversy until the
playoffs, when a woman sought a
restraining order against him,
claiming that he committed
"battery causing serious injury."
Moss denied the allegation
and said the woman was trying to
get money from him.

DETROIT LIONS - Re
signed CB Keith Smith. Signed
TE Michael Gaines.
HOUSTON TEXANS Signed CB Jacques Reeves; LB
Kevin Bentley.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS -

Signed CB Drayton Florence.
Agreed to terms with WR Jerry
Porter.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS Signed LB Demorrio Williams.
MIAMI
DOLPHINS
Signed LBs Reggie Torbor and
Charlie Anderson, TE Sean Ryan,
WR Ernest Wilford, DT Randy
Starks, G Justin Smiley, and QB
Josh McCown. Re-signed S
Yeremiah Bell.
MINNESOTA
VDCINGSAgreed to terms with WR
Bernard Berrian, FB Thomas

Tapeh and S Madieu Williams.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS Re-signed WR Randy Moss, LB
Tedy Bruschi, C Lonie Paxton
and WR Kelley Washington.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS Re-signed WR David Patten; DT
Brian Young, WR Devery
Henderson, RB Aaron Stecker
and LB Mark Simoneau. Agreed
to terms with DE Bobby McCray
and CB Randall Gay.
NEW YORK GIANTS Signed S Sammy Knight.
NEW YORK JETS - Signed G
Alan Faneca, OL Damien Woody,
and LB Calvin Pace.
OAKLAND RAIDERS Signed S Gibril Wilson.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES -

Signed CB Asante Samuel and
DE Chris Clemons.

BY FRED GOODALL
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) For Rocco Baldelli, two at-bats
in a spring training game was
progress.
The Tampa Bay outfielder,
sidelined most of last season
because of a hamstring injury,
went 0-for-2 Saturday in the
Rays' 5-2 victory over the
Toronto Blue Jays - his first
major league action since May
15.
“It was pretty standard. Two
groundballs,” said Baldelli, who
started at designated hitter and
probably won't play the outfield
for a few games.
Baldelli's health is one of the
biggest question marks the Rays
have this spring. He appeared in
only 127 of 486 games the past
three seasons because of an
assortment of injuries.
Last year, he played in 35
before hurting his hamstring
running out a grounder against
the Texas Rangers.
Baldelli aggravated the
injury after just two games of a
rehabilitation assignment with
Triple-A Durham in June. The
Rays shut him down for the year
in August when lingering
soreness ruined his comeback
bid after two games with ClassAVero Beach.
The Rays have asked the 26year-old to pace himself during
spring training, hoping to keep
him healthy and fresh for the
start of the season.
Meanwhile, manager Joe
Maddon has to determine the

workload Baldelli can handle in
right field, where Cliff Floyd
and Jonny Gomes are also can
didates for playing time.
Floyd, who also has battled
injuries during his l3-year
career, played three innings in
right on Saturday.
He knows what Baldelli is
going through, trying to figure
out how to pace himself in
workouts and games, while also
preparing for the season.
“It takes a while. The one
thing you don't want to do is
excuse yourself from everything
going on with the team,” Floyd
said, adding that Maddon has
done a good job of giving
players leeway to individually
do what's necessary to get ready.
Baldelli grounded into a
force play against Blue Jays
starter Dustin McGowan in the
first and grounded out in fourth
against right-hander Casey
Janssen.
Maddon said he is allowing
Baldelli to figure out how to
harness
himself
on
the
basepaths.
“It's his call. We're just
encouraging him not to try to
beat anything out and just try to
stay in a steady gait throughout
... and not try to rush it,” the
manager said.
“But I'll tell you one thing.
Even when Rocco is running
easily, it's better than most... He
even runs well when he's not
running well.”
Baldelli said it's not easy to
resist the temptation to run full
speed.

Grace Leads South
Florida To 65-64 Win
Over Pittsburgh
TAMPA (AP) - Shantia
Grace scored a layup in the last
five-seconds to help South
Florida to a hard fought 65-64
victory over Pittsburgh on
Saturday night.
Grace led the way for South
Florida with 17 points and six
assists in 40 minutes of action.
Gianna Messina added 13
points and Jazmine Sepulveda
chipped in with 12 points in the
win.
The Bulls shot 40.4 percent
(21-52) from the field in the

win.
After Jazmine Sepulveda
scored the first two points of the
game (19-9, 9-6 BIG EAST) on
a lay-up with 19:18 on the
clock, the Panthers would
proceed to score 18 unanswered
points to take their biggest lead
of the game.
Pittsburgh led 34-28 at the
half.
Marcedes
Walker
led
Pittsburgh with 17 points and
Xenia Stewart and Zellous
added 13 points apiece.

AP Top 25 Basketball

2008 NFL Free Agent Signings List
ATLANTA - Re-signed QB
Chris Redman. Agreed to terms
with RB Michael Turner. Signed
DB Erik Coleman, DB Von
Hutchins and TE Ben Hartsock.
BUFFALO BILLS - Signed
LB Kawika Mitchell and DT
Spencer Johnson.
CAROLINA PANTHERS Agreed to terms with CB-KR
Ricardo Colclough and G
Keydrick Vincent.
CHICAGO BEARS - Re
signed LB Lance Briggs.
CINCINNATI BENGALS Signed DE Antwan Odom.
CLEVELAND BROWNS Agreed to terms with WR Donte'
Stallworth. Re-signed QB Derek
Anderson.
DENVER BRONCOS Signed WR Keary Colbert.

Rays' Rocco
Baldelli Begins
Comeback In 5-2
Win Over Blue Jays

PITTSBURGH STEELERS Signed RB Mewelde Moore.
ST. LOUIS RAMS - Signed K
Josh Brown.
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS Agreed to terms with QB Billy
Volek.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS Signed KR Allen Rossum, DE
Justin Smith, WR Isaac Bruce,
QB J.T. O'Sullivan; RB DeShaun
Foster and LB Dontarrious
Thomas.
TENNESSEE TITANS
Agreed to terms with TE Alge
Crumpler
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Signed TE John Gilmore, C Jeff
Faine, LB Antoine Cash and DE
Jimmy Wilkerson.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS Re-signed QB Todd Collins.

1. North Carolina (38) 27-2
2. Memphis (21) 28-1
3. UCLA (12) 26-3
4. Tennessee (1) 26-3
5. Kansas 26-3
6. Duke 25-3
7. Stanford 24-4
8. Xavier 25-4
9. Texas 24-5
10. Wisconsin 24-4
11. Georgetown 24-4
12. Louisville 24-6
13. Connecticut 23-6

14. Butler 27-3
U 15. Purdue 23-6
16. Vanderbilt 24-5
J 7. Michigan State 23-6
18. Indiana 24-5
j-19, Notre Dame 22-6
20. Drake 25-4
1. Marquette 21 -7
22, Gonzaga 23-6
23. Washington State 22-7
24. Clemson 21-7
25. Davidson 23-6

S NBA TRIVIA OF THE WF.FK
Who holds the NBA record for most
free thows made in a season?
Hint:

One of his nicknames
is “The Logo”.

Last Week’s Answer:

John Stockton With 3,625
See Sports Page Next Week For The Answe,
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STATE NEWS
Florida Receives
Millions To Train Math And
Science Teachers
TALLAHASSEE - The U.S.
Department of Education’s
Mathematics and Science
Partnership program recently
awarded Florida a $5.9 million
federal grant to fund educator
training on the state’s new
world-class mathematics and
science standards. The grant
was issued to The Partnership
to Rejuvenate and Optimize
Mathematics and Science
Education (Florida PROMISE),
a partnership between the
University of South Florida, the
University of Florida and
Florida State University. Florida
PROMiSE will be funded over a
three-year period with $8
million expected to be awarded
in the second year and another
$8 million expected in the third.
“Florida’s new world-class
math and science standards are
vital to the growth of biotechnical, aerospace and alternative

energy industries in our state,”
said
Florida
Education
Commissioner Eric J. Smith.
“These funds give our teachers
the training they need to prepare
our students to pursue education
and careers in these areas.”
Through Florida PROMiSE,
eligible teachers will receive
training on the latest teaching
methods and strategies for the
newly revised standards. Based
on leading national and interna
tional mathematics and science
standards, the revised
standards incorporate the latest
knowledge, concepts, and tech
niques that form the educational
foundation for students to
compete in the global economy
of the future.
The Florida PROMiSE will
also help revise college and uni
versity-based teacher education
programs to ensure that future
teachers have the knowledge to

make curriculum decisions and
will enhance the ability of
schools, districts, and commu
nities to provide support for
teachers to implement highquality mathematics and science
instruction.
In addition to the three uni
versities, the Florida PROMiSE
partnership includes the school
districts
of
Hillsborough,
Duval, Seminole, and MiamiDade counties, the Panhandle
Area Educational Consortium,
the Heartland Educational
Consortium,
the
Northeast
Florida Educational Consortium,
Florida Virtual School, and
Horizon Research.
For more information
about the program,
visit
www.fldoestem.org/FLDOE_S
TEM/Florida_MSP_Programs.a
spx.

FAMU Vice President Of
Student Government
Association Premiered
His First Short Film
TALLAHASSEE
March
4,
James
vice president of

On
Bland,
Florida

Mignon Reed, a fourth-year
broadcast journalism student
from Sarasota, Fla., stars as the

A&M

Student

young

University’s

Government
Association,
premiered his first short film
“Dreaming
in
Color”
at
FAMU’s Lee Hall Auditorium.
Bland, a fourth-year business
administration student from
Titusville, Fla., began produc
tion of the film in early January
of this year. The movie, based
on the true story of Bland’s
cousin Devon Hayes, has a
storyline that the students on
FAMU’s campus and abroad
can relate.
“This story touches on
issues that affect many young
African-Americans today,” said
Bland “I want it to serve as an
inspiration for others to follow
your dreams no matter what.”
The film is also serving as a
debut for young actors in the
FAMU community. Whitney

Grace

Hughes

an

inspiring singer.
“Grace reminds me of
myself,” said Reed.
“She
wants to see all her friends’
dreams come true and she
supports them in their efforts.”
The film also stars Bryan
Brown, a fourth-year broadcast
journalism
student
from
Apopka, Fla., as Sean Miller the
aspiring
basketball
player.
Brown said that this film is
coming at a good time for the
FAMU community.
“It is showing a different
side of FAMU,” said Brown. “I
am proud to play the role
because I can relate to Sean. He
just wants to make a difference
like: many students here at
FAMU.”
Recent issues such , as
budget cuts, threats of canceled

summer school, and leering
financial issues from semesters
past are plaguing the student
community. Student morale has
steadily grown on the campus
since President James H.
Ammons returned to FAMU,
but students are looking for this
movie to be a new driving force.
“I am excited to see the
movie,’'’ said Anquan Brown,
a fourth-year doctorate of
pharmacy candidate from
Miami. “We hear so many
negative things about our school
in the media that it’s easy to
forget about the positive things
students are accomplishing.”
In the past decade, FAMU
alumni such as Will Packer and
Rob Hardy have made a major
impact on the film industry.
Bland is hoping FAMU will be
his starting ground like the great
directors and producers before
him.

Attorney General McCollum
Leads Charge Urging Congress To
Pass National Security Measure
TALLAHASSEE - Attorney
General Bill McCollum led
attorneys general from two dozen
states in urging the U.S. House of
Representatives to pass Senate
Bill 2248, the FISA Amendments
Act of2007, as passed already in
the U.S. Senate. The bipartisan
legislation would ensure intelli
gence officials have the ability via
wiretapping and other surveil
lance means to- collect vitally
important information about
foreign
terrorists
operating
overseas.
"Prompt access to intelli
gence data is critical to the
ongoing safety and security of our
nation,"
Attorney
General
McCollum and his colleagues
wrote. "As attorneys general, we
are our states’ chief law enforce
ment officials and therefore

responsible for taking whatever
action is necessary to keep our
citizens safe. With S. 2448 still
pending in the House of
Representatives, our national
security is in jeopardy."
The result of the lapsing of
the Protect America Act last week
has been that intelligence officials
now must obtain FISA warrants
each time they need to monitor
suspected terrorists in overseas
countries. Passing the FISA Act
would ensure intelligence experts
are once again able to conduct
real-time surveillance.
A recognized terrorism expert
during his 20 years representing
Central Florida in the U.S. House,
Attorney General McCollum
founded the U.S. House Task
Force
on
Terrorism
and
Unconventional Warfare. Now as

House and
Senate leaders
work at finding
consensus
on
this critical antiterrorism
measure,
Attorney
Attorney
General General Bill
McCollum
McCollum
is
urging his former Congressional
colleagues to keep protecting our
national security at the forefront
of the debate.
A copy of the letter to House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Majority
Leader Steny Hoyer, Minority
Leader John Boehner and
Minority Whip Roy Blunt is
available online at: http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/
MRAY-7CETTT/$file/FISAAG
HouseLetter.pdf

Governor Crist Marks
Conclusion of Black History
Month at Mansion Event

James Gibson, Highwayman, Boca Ciega Bay

TALLAHASSEE Governor Charlie Crist hosted
more than 200 community
leaders, educators and students at
the Governor’s Mansion tomark
the conclusion of Black History
Month.

“During February, we have
honored men and women who
opened doors to scientific,
artistic, economic and social
success for future generations,”
Governor Crist said. “The
achievements
of
African-

Americans are woven into every
part of our state’s history, and we
are honored to celebrate this
heritage during Black History
Month and throughout the year.”
James Gibson presented his
painting of “Boca Ciega Bay” to
the State of Florida during the
celebration. The painting was
inspired by Boca Ciega Bay near
St. Petersburg, Governor Crist’s
hometown. Gibson is one of
eight original Highwaymen
artists who, beginning in the
l950s, sold Florida landscape art
on the sides of highways in the
Fort Pierce area. The art has
become highly collectible, pro
pelling the Highwaymen to the
position of one of Florida’s most
treasured cultural assets. Several
Highwaymen paintings currently
hang in the Governor’s Mansion.

FAMU Task Force
Issues Interim Report On
Corrective Actions
TALLAHASSEE - The
Task Force on FAMU Finance
and Operational Control Issues
today issued its Interim Report
regarding the current status of
corrective actions undertaken
by Florida A&M University.
The Interim Report will be
available
online
Tuesday,
March 4, at the Web site of the
Board
of
Governors,
www.flbog.org.

“We wish to take this
opportunity
to
commend
FAMU’s Board of Trustees,
President James H. Ammons
and his administrative team for
the outstanding effort and sub
stantial progress they have
made to resolve these complex
and challenging issues,” said
Margaret Lynn Pappas, the
chair of the FAMU Task Force
and a member of the Board of

Governors
of the
State
University System of Florida.
The FAMU Task Force
was created last year by Board
of Governors Chair Carolyn
King Roberts and Chancellor
Mark B. Rosenberg to develop
and implement a plan to
restore financial and opera
tional credibility to the univer
sity.

Florida Schools
Celebrate National School
Breakfast Week
TALLAHASSEE Education Commissioner Erie
J. Smith today announced that
school
cafeterias
across
Florida will celebrate National
School Breakfast Week from
March 3-7. This year’s theme,
“Fuel Your Imagination,”
focuses on the availability of
breakfast for all students at
school and the connection
between eating breakfast and
learning.
“Every student should start
their day off right with a
healthy
meal,”
said
Commissioner
Smith.
“Research
indicates
that

children who eat breakfast are
more alert, have more energy
and perform better in school.”
The
School
Nutrition
Association launched National
School Breakfast Week in
1989 to raise awareness about
the importance of breakfast for
students and to highlight the
link between eating a good
breakfast
and
cognitive
growth.
School
breakfast
provides at least one-fourth of
the nutrients needed by a
growing child. According to
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, school breakfast
program participation is asso-

ciated with higher intakes of
food energy, calcium, phos
phorous and vitamin C.
In Florida, more than
488,000
school
breakfast
meals are served each day to
students, accounting for 28
percent of the 1.77 million
meals served each day. For
more
information
about
National School Breakfast
Week, visit http://www.schoolbreakfast.org. For more infor
mation
about
food
and
nutrition in Florida schools,
visit www.fldoe.org/FNM/.

Students Held After Miami
School Protest Are Released
MIAMI (AP) - More than
two dozen teens who were
arrested after a demonstration
got out of control at a MiamiDade high school have been
released from custody, an
attorney said Sunday.
Circuit Judge
Barbara
Areces
found
insufficient
evidence to hold two juvenile
students on Saturday. Another
16 juveniles, most charged
with resisting arrest and dis
turbing the peace, were given
home detention until a Monday
hearing.
Two 18-year-old students
charged with resisting arrest
with violence, disturbing a
school assembly, and disturb
ing the peace bonded out after a
hearing on Saturday, said

Karen Andre, an attorney
with the Haitian Lawyers
Association.
Six other adult students
bonded out before the Saturday
hearing, Andre said.
Attorneys with the Haitian
Lawyers Association represent
ed all of the students for their
initial appearances. Other legal
groups have joined the associa
tion to represent the students
for no cost. Andre said
attorneys will work to get the
charges dropped against all the
students.
The disturbance at Miami
Edison Senior High School
began shortly after 11 a.m.
Friday during a protest by some
students
over the
arrest
Thursday of another student,

according to police. There were
claims the student had been
handled roughly when he was
arrested on charges of assault
ing the assistant principal.
Dozens of police cars
responded to the school north
of downtown Miami, which
has an enrollment of over
1,100. Injuries to the police
officers included a dislocated
shoulder, a broken nose, a
twisted ankle as well as cuts
and bruises. None of the
injuries was life-threatening.
No students or teachers were
seriously injured.
Students met with school
officials Sunday afternoon to
express their concerns about
how police responded to the
protesters.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Why Teacher Certification Matters

Tom Joyner
BY TOM JOYNER,
CHAIRM AN/FOUNDER. TOM
JOYNER FOUNDATION & REG
WEAVER, PRESIDENT,
NATIONAL EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

Another generation
is
slipping away, so let’s just get
to the point: We’ve got to do a
better job of getting more fully
certified teachers at urban
schools, so that the students at
these schools get a better
education. In the long run that
means more students staying in
school, graduating from high
school and going to college. It
comes down to this: If we want
to continue to keep this nation
as one of the world’s leaders,
we’ve got to do more to
provide teachers with all the
tools and resources they need

to succeed in the classroom.
That’s why the National
Education Association and the
Tom Joyner Foundation have
partnered for the second time to
do something to make a differ
ence. We’re offering $1.1
million in scholarships to
minority teachers as part of the
“Teacher
Certification
Scholarship
Program”
to
prepare them to pass state
licensing exams. By working
together, we can ensure that our
diverse students - and teachers
- are able to aggressively
compete in the 2lst century.
We
know
there
are
thousands of talented, energetic
and hard-working teachers in
this nation who just haven’t
had a chance to complete the
certification process, in many
instances, because of lack of
money. It’s wrong to let dreams
be dictated by dollars. So we
are working to make the
situation right by giving
teachers the opportunity to
complete their certification at
10 participating historically
black colleges and universities
(HBCU).
The NEA and Tom Joyner

Foundation have looked at the
research. There are more than
150 studies and reports that
have shown that certified
teachers provide a better
quality education to their
students. The studies show that
students achieve higher testing
results and deeper learning.
Teachers are able to better
create a greater variety of
lesson plans and better adapt to
their students’ learning needs.
They are even more inclined to
stay in the profession longer
than those without certifica
tion.
We also know that there is a
desperate need for certified
teachers in urban school
districts. This is backed up by
U.S. Department of Education
statistics that show schools in
high poverty districts have
fewer qualified teachers.
Some school districts have
suggested
moving
under
prepared teachers to affluent
schools and placing better
qualified teachers in urban
settings
to
correct
the
imbalance. But we say that’s
not good enough, and we know
that’s not going to last. Instead,

we’re committed to making all
teachers better.
NEA and The Foundation
are raising the stakes by
making sure teachers are more
prepared to guide urban
students to academic success
and steer them toward college
- perhaps even an HBCU! The
relationship with HBCUs is
particularly significant because
the Foundation has raised more
than $55 million over the past
10 years to help keep students
in these colleges. By involving
black
colleges,
we
are
affirming
their
role
of
providing a nurturing and
positive
environment
for
African-American students.
We know our efforts can
have a profound impact. Back
in 2005, we set aside $700,000
for the certification scholar
ships and helped hundreds of
teachers. We realized then, we
were just scratching the
surface. This year, we’ve raised
the bar, and hope that with cer
tification our nation’s teachers
, can do the same. For more
information contact Neil Foote,
Tom
Joyner
Foundation
neil@neilfoote.com

Lawmakers Blast USDA For
Blocking Audit On Alleged Racial
Discrimination, Demand Explanation
BY BEN EVANS

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON
Six
members of the Congressional
Black Caucus, including presi
dential candidate Barack Obama,
ate urging the U.S. Agriculture
Department to explain why it
refused to cooperate with a gov
ernment audit about alleged dis
crimination
against
black
farmers.
The lawmakers said in a
letter to Agriculture Secretary Ed
Schafer that the
incident
continued a “troubling pattern of
obstructing congressional efforts
to understand and remedy
decades of discrimination against
African-American
farmers.”
Keith Williams, an Agriculture

NUL
continuedfromfront page

concerns, struggles, and triumphs
are diminished and subordinated
to what is believed to be the more
pressing concerns of others,” says
the civil rights icon. “But who
better than us understand and
empathize with the very real chal
lenges that our brothers, fathers,
husbands and sons face as they
make their way in a nation that
still has far to go to adequately
address issues of race? And who
better than us can understand the
very real boundaries that all
women face in navigating a
cultural dynamic that still assigns
roles and oftentimes limitations
based upon gender. Yet, it is also
true, that there are special, dual
challenges intricately linked to
blackness and womanhood that
we black women face and
navigate alone.”
Height knows well the loneli
ness of black women at the top.
A peer of the Big Six civil rights
leaders - A. Philip Randolph, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Whitney
Young, Roy Wilkins, James
Farmer, and John Lewis - she was
the only one not allowed to speak

spokesman, said the department
had not yet seen die letter, which
was dated Friday.
“We would have appreciated
the courtesy of receiving a letter
before it went to The Associated
Press,” he said.
On Wednesday, Agriculture
officials ordered auditors from
the Government Accountability
Office to leave its offices and told
employees not to speak with
them. The GAO is the nonparti
san investigative arm ofCongress.
The auditors were seeking
information for a review now
under way of Agriculture’s civil
rights office, including whether
the department had provided
misleadingly rosy information
about the office’s progress in
clearing discrimination com-

during the 1963 March on
Washington.
“With no apologies, the time
is now, to finally focus on us,” she
says. “It is black women who face
most strikingly a double disadvan
tage in the world of work. Our
earnings, for example, are reflec
tive of both a race and gender pay
gap. Yet despite this double disad
vantage, we clearly understand
what it means to work and work
hard. Our participation in the labor
force eclipses that of all other
women, and by 2014 is projected
to grow by twice the amount
expected among white women,”
she writes. “Still, in spite of this
effort, too many of us continue to
live life on the economic fringe;
black women’s poverty more than
doubles that of white women and
noticeably outpaces that among
Latinas. And even with all of the
employment struggles that black
men face, it is black women who
are, in the final analysis, most
likely to be poor.”
According to key findings
outlined in the report’s tables and
essays:
• The economic sub-index for
Black America is at 56 percent,
meaning it is unchanged from last
year. This means the economic

plaints.
J.
Michael
Kelly,
Agriculture’s deputy general
counsel, said Thursday that the
investigators called the depart
ment Wednesday morning to say
they were on their way over. He
said the auditors refused to
provide information about what
they were investigating or let
department attorneys sit in on
interviews with employees.
He said the department has
been cooperating with the audit
for a year but will not let its
employees discuss the matter
until it gets more information.
Many of them have been
involved recently in an effort to
reopen a landmark settlement
that the Agriculture Department
reached in 1999 with black

standing of black people is only
56 percent of the economic
standing of whites.
• The poverty index changed
only minimally with three times
as many blacks than whites living
125 percent of the poverty line.
• The gap in totally uninsured
people increased this year, with
the index falling from 56 percent
in 2007 to 53 percent in 2008.
• The social justice sub-index
is the largest increase and the
greatest improvement. Jail sen
tencing for blacks decreased 15
percentage points from 93 percent
in 2007 to 77 percent in 2008.
Also, the average sentence for
blacks decreased from 44 months
to 40 months and the average
sentence for whites increased
from 34 to 37 months.
• In education, the drop out
rate for black high school students
decreased from 15 percent last
year to 13 percent this year.
However, the index showed a 15
percent decline in college enroll
ment for recent African-American
high school graduates from 2007.
Black students were less likely to
enroll, compared to recent white
high school graduates.
• In the sub-prime lending
crisis, according to Height, “It was

farmers who alleged the depart
ment had routinely denied them
loans and other assistance
because of their race. Thousands
of farmers won claims, but more
than 70,000 claims were never
heard because farmers missed
deadlines for filing.
“For too long the USDA has
failed to address complaints of
discrimination seriously and
protect the civil rights of
America’s black fanners,” the
lawmakers wrote. “Instructing
USDA employees not to cooperate
with congressional auditors is
counterproductive and entirely
unacceptable. ... It seems clear
that the Department is trying to
undermine Congress’ efforts to
repair decades of discrimina
tion.”

black women who were most
likely to have been targeted and
ultimately
victimized
by
unscrupulous mortgage lenders.
And it was upper-income black
women who, in the end, faired the
worst, being nearly five times
more likely to have received a
high-cost loan than upper-income
white men—thereby putting their
economic futures as well as that of
their families in serious peril.”
The report contrasts from last
year’s in which Morial outlined
statistics showing the under
achievement of black males as
being among America’s greatest
crisis.
This year’s report was not
meant to give a statistical
breakdown of the social issues
that affect black women as much
as it was to, “Look at the problem
of the overall community through
the voices of black women,”
Morial said in an interview on
Monday.
The report is not without
answers to the persistent problems
facing African-Americans. Morial
outlines detailed policy recom
mendations. They include:
• Mandatory early childhood
education, beginning at age 3 as
well as guaranteed access to

PRIMARY
continuedfrom front page
Obama took an early lead in
Texas based almost entirely on a
record outpouring of votes cast
before primary day.
The Ohio count was delayed
by heavy voting that kept some
polls in Sandusky and Cleveland
open for 90 minutes past the
scheduled 7:30 p.m. close.
McCain, 71, gained the
1,191 delegates needed to win
the Republican nomination,
completing
a
remarkable
comeback that began in the
snows of New Hampshire eight
weeks ago. President Bush
invited him to lunch - and an
endorsement - at the White
House on Wednesday.
McCain’s last remaining
major rival, former Arkansas
Gov. Mike Huckabee, conceded
defeat after a campaign that
included a stunning victory in
the leadoff Iowa caucuses on
Jan. 3. “My commitment to him
and the party is to do everything
possible to unite our party, but
more important to unite our
country so that we can be the
best we can be,” Huckabee said
in Irving, Texas.
In all, there were 370
Democratic delegates at stake.
Texas used an unusual primarycaucus system.
Hispanics, a group that has
favored Clinton in earlier
primaries, cast nearly one-third
of the Election Day votes in
Texas, up from about onequarter of the ballots four years
ago, according to interviews
with voters as they left their
polling places. Blacks, who have
voted heavily for Obama this
year, accounted for roughly 20
percent of the votes cast, roughly
the same as four years ago.
The economy was the No. 1
concern on the minds of
Democratic voters in Texas,
Rhode Island and especially in
Ohio. But in Vermont, almost as
many voters said the war in Iraq
was their top concern.
More than three-quarters of
Ohio Democrats said interna
tional trade had cost their state
more jobs than it had created.
Roughly six in 10 of the
Democrats who were questioned
outside the polls Tuesday said
that so-called superdelegates,
who are party officials, should
vote at the national convention

college for everyone.
• Closed gaps in health care
insurance system to ensure
universal healthcare for children.
• Creation of an urban infra
structure bank to fund reinvest
ment in urban communities.
• Increasing economic selfsufficiency for individuals and
working families by indexing
minimum wage to rate of inflation
and expanding the earned income
tax credit.
• Expand “second chance”
programs
for high school
dropouts, ex-offenders and at-risk
youth to secure GEDs, job
training and employment.
• Reform public housing to
assure continuing national com
mitment to low-income families.
• Ensure greater minority par
ticipation in government contract
ing by stringently enforcing
federal minority business oppor
tunity goals.
Among 10 other women
responding with essays in the
report are: Julianne Malveaux;
president, Bennett College of
Women;
Maudine
Cooper,
president and CEO, Washington
NUL; Renee R. Hanson, NUL
Policy Institute emerging scholar;
Johnnetta Betsch Cole, chair,

based on the results of primaries
and
caucuses.
That
was
unwelcome news for Clinton,
who trails Obama among
delegates picked in the states but
holds a lead among superdele
gates.
There was better news for
Clinton elsewhere in the polls.
She won the votes of the late
deciders in Ohio, Vermont and
Texas.
Obama had the lead in the
delegate
chase
in
The
Associated Press count, 1,3891,276.
His margin was larger —
1,187-1,035 — among pledged
delegates chosen in primaries
and caucuses. The former first
lady had an advantage among
superdelegates, but Obama
picked up three during the day,
narrowing her advantage to 241202.
Time was running out for
Clinton — if it hadn’t already.
Some of her supporters, her
husband the former president
among them, said she needed to
outpoll Obama in both Texas
and Ohio to sustain her candidacy.
Without
conceding
anything, Obama’s allies said
even that wouldn’t be enough,
given his lead in the delegate
count and party rules that
virtually assure primary losers a
significant share of the spoils.
Nevertheless in appearances
Tuesday, Clinton sounded like
she
might
continue
her
campaign if she won only Ohio,
and Obama sounded almost
resigned to an extension of the
nomination battle.
“You don’t get to the White
House as a Democrat without
winning Ohio,” Clinton said in
Houston.
r “My husband didn’t get the ■
nomination wrapped up until
June (in 1992). That has been
the tradition,” she added,
without mentioning that this
year most primaries were held
much earlier than in 1992. “This
is a very close race.”
In San Antonio, Obama
called Clinton “a tenacious and
determined
candidate”
and
predicted little shift in his
delegate lead no matter who
won Texas and Ohio, “which
means that either way, we’ll go
on through Mississippi and
Wyoming
next
week.”
Pennsylvania, the biggest single
prize left, follows on April 22.

Global Diversity & Inclusion
Institute named for her at Bennett
College; Andrea Harris, president,
N. C. Institute for Minority
Economic Development; Lisa
Mensah, executive director of
Initiative on Financial Security;
Alexis Herman, former labor
secretary and chairman and CEO,
New Ventures Inc.; Lucy Reuben,
visiting professor at Duke
University; Melanie Campbell,
president and CEO, National
Coalition
of Black
Civic
Participation;
and
Kimberly
Alton, public policy counsel,
Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights Under the Law.
In
an
essay,
“Putting
Homeownership Back Within
Our Reach,” - among the greatest
recent crisis in the black
community - Mensah encour
ages, “We must not let it cause us
to lose sight of the social good
inherent in homeownership. This
is a time not only to make muchneeded reforms in the mortgage
industry, but to also reassess our
financial values as a nation and to
make
sure
that
long-term
economic security and prosperity
are attainable goals for all
Americans.”
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obituaries
“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was

Jimmie Lee Simpson

Loyed J. Carroll Jr.

Maurice L. Lawson

Evangelist Abbie M.
Warren McAfee

Jimmie Lee Simpson was bom
to Mr. Albert Simpson Sr., and the
late Mrs. Alberta Simpson on Sept.
23, 1955 in St. Petersburg. The
period between these two develop
ments, saw one of the most
inspiring personalities that one
could ever imagine. Jimmie was a
Christian, an avid football fan, a
dynamic chef, a very loving person
with a heart of gold especially for
children. He answered the call of
his maker and departed this life on
Friday, Feb. 22,2008 at 8:45 p.m. at
Palms of Pasadena Hospice House
Unit. Preceding him in death was,
his mother, Alberta Simpson and his
sistef, Diane Brinson.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: lifetime companion,
Pamela Fowler; two daughters,
LaShunda Reaves (Dan Jr.) and
Takisha Fowler (Narobi); three
grandchildren, Kiara Davis, Dan
Reaves DI and Diashanna Reaves;
His father, Albert Simpson Sr; two
sisters, Annie P. Goines (Lee) and
Betty Simpson; three brothers,
Albert Simpson Jr. (Robin),
William Simpson (Deanna) and
Leroy Simpson; three aunts, four
uncles, twelve nieces, four great
nieces, thirteen nephews, six greatnephews, twenty-one cousins and a
host of sorrowing friends.

Loyed J. Carroll Jr. “Bama”
was bom to Annie Mae Carroll on
July 28, 1928 in Dothan
Alabama. He departed this life on
Sunday, February 10,2008.
He
leaves
to
cherish
memories: wife, Varese Carroll;
three sons, Loyed Carroll III
(Robin Walden), Lee Daniel
Carroll and Stanely J. Carroll;
five daughters, Ruby Jones of
Virginia, Shirley Miller, Gloria J.
Robinson, Stacy A. Carroll and
Tracy G. Carroll, all of St.
Petersburg; fifteen grandchildren,
thirteen great-grandchildren; a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins
and other relatives.

Maurice L. Lawson was bom
to Ken Lawson and Ladosia
Malone Roberson in Naples,
Florida on January 12, 1985.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: father, Ken Lawson of
St Petersburg; mother, Ladosia
Malone Roberson (Harold) of St.
Petersburg; son, LaJa Lawson of
St.
Petersburg;
daughters,
Quinaja Lawson, Kamja Lawson
and Martesha Lawson, all of St.
Petersburg;
grandmother,
Carolyn Sales Queen Lawson of
St. Petersburg; grandfather, Joe
Lawson Sr. of Augusta, GA;
great-grandmother, Ida Moses of
St. Petersburg; brothers, Joshua
D. Malone, Joshua A. Malone,
John James, Brandon Lawson,
Ken Lawson Jr., Troy Roberson
and Harold Roberson Jr., all of St.
Petersburg; sisters, Tuwaana
Bradberry,
Rashanda
Tyler,
Precious
Morgan,
Taquira
Roberson and ja’Da Garrett, all of
St. Petersburg; a host of uncles
and aunts, nieces, cousins and
friends.

Evangelist Abbie M. Warren
McAfee was bom to the late
Benjamin and Minnie Lee Warren
in Lake City, Florida on February
22,1911. She departed this life on
February 27,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories:
daughters,
Elder
Dorothy Bradley and Gloria
Butts, both of St. Petersburg;
thirteen grandchildren, fortythree great-grandchildren, fortynine great-great grandchildren;
and a host of other relatives and
friends.

at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

SMITH cs
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Our Professional Caring Staff...

MCRAE FUNERAL HOM

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

MCRAE FUNERAL HOM

Affordable Services with Dignity...
ZIONHILL MORTUARY

Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.
Consider us first tor all ot your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.

JL

CALVARY

T CATHOLIC
I CEMETERY

“Upholding a tradition ofservice from ourfamily to yours”

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St Petersburg, FL 33705

www.smithfhinc.com
riorum
Mertidon

I

Burial Spaces

#--

independari

Creal Funeral

Pre-need

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602
Sewitty

To
Obituary Section

$990

ill

\ ofFlorida

New Edition

Place Your

Interest-free

Funeral

financing

Announcement

available

f 556

State Approved Pre-Funeral

11801-U.S. 19 N.

Arrangement Plan

Clearwater, FL

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

* In Memorium
i

727-572-4355

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

ipmtiienA

to the Community for

Entrusting Our Family to Serve Your Family with

10 Years #1 Service
F

Professional Staff Providing Services with Integrity,
Memorials, Shipping Service, Cremation Services,
Spacious and Private Viewing Parlors,
Pre-Arrangements, Cemetery Property,
Limousine Service, DVD Presentations,
T-Shirts, After-Care, Headmarkers,
Urns, Notary, Floral Designs,
Video and Photography Services.

* Thank You

In
The Weekly
Challenger

the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine

own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,

Call Today For

and He shall direct thy paths. ” Proverbs 3:5,6

Zion Hill Mortuary
“The Soldiers of Service”
1700 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Phone (727) 328-0466 ♦ Fax (727) 323-0701
www.zionhillmortuary.com

George S. Barnes

Elizabeth Howard was bom
to the late Arvilla Gray Hamilton
and Artie C. Hamilton Sr. in TyTy, Georgia on December 31,
1939. She departed this life on
February 8,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: husband, Alphonso
“Al” Howard; sons, Alvin
Howard and Anthony Howard
(Velma); sisters, Ruth Golson of
St. Petersburg and Emma Merritt
of Detroit, MI; six grandchildren,
one great-grandson; and a host of
aunts, nieces, nephews, cousins,
other relatives and friends.

George S. Bames was bom to
the late Jessie Tarver and
Katetreen in New York, New
York on September 11, 1950. He
departed this life on February 6,
2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: wife, Castina; two
sons, SFC Reginald Barnes
(Alex) of Fort Stewart, GA and
Joseph Scott of St. Petersburg;
four daughters, Oleda Howard,
Starletha
Williams,
Jessica
Bames and Tabitha Bames, all of
St. Petersburg; two sister, Debra
Spaights
(Johnny)
of St.
Petersburg and Ann Harvey of
Augusta, GA; two sisters-in-law,
one uncle, ten grandchildren, five
nieces, two nephews, and a host
of cousins, other relatives and
friends.

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

These and many other Services can be provided
with efficiency and at affordable prices.
I "Trust in

Elizabeth Howard

Special Rates

727-896-2922

SMITH FUNERAL HOME
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IN REMEMBRANCE
We little knew last Friday

A TEIBUTE TO

God Was going to call your name,
In life we loved you dearly

A GEEAT

PRINCIPAL

In death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you
You did not go alone,

Motto: “Only Your Best Is Good Enough”

For part of us went with you
The day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories

Mr. Leonard Summers

Your love is still our guide,
And although we cannot see you
You are always at our side.

March 15, 1923 - February 29, 2008

Our family chain is broken
And nothing seems the same,

Staff, Students and Volunteers

But as God calls us one by one
The chain Will link again.

Campbell Park Elementary 1971-1983

~ Author Unknown ~

Visitation will be held Friday, March 7, 2008,3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
at McRae Funeral Home, 1940 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S., and
6:00-7:00 p.m. at Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th Ave. S.
Funeral Service: Sat., March 8, 2008,1:00 p. m., Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th Ave. S.

M: i m

s ■ »i i ta arwi ta iTALv

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311

ionary
Baptist Church

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
Bethel1894@knologY.net

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

ion

Worship Services......................... ........7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast MinistrY.......... .......JSundaY 8:00 ajm.
Church School.................... ........ ........9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship.................. ............. 10:30 ajm.
BIBLESTUDY................ .................... ....TUESDAY 7:00 PJM.
Youth Church................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School........... ............................................ ........9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed)............ ........................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).......................... ............................... 6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church’'

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking

in

The..Promised

vision

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Worship Center

Early Morning Worship................................... .......... 7:30 g.m.

4682 40th Avenue North
SL Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School......................................... ............................ ......9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...............................................................11:00 a.m.

Log on:

(727) 686-9356
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting...................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

www.travelwithfhechurch.com

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Friday Prayer Meeting

Reverend David L.
and Dorothy
Connelly

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

................................................,....11:00 a.m.

“VVatfeing Jn CrKe (PromiseeCVision"
“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Jolip Prinjitive Baptist
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

FCew Pit. Olive 'Primitive Baptist 'Church
"Peculiar "People PereuadeJ to Perform "Sis "Purpose"

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 * Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurchxom

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning....................................................................8:00a.m. Elder Benjamin
Church School.................................................................. 9:45a.m.
Adams, Jr.,
Mid-Morning................................................................... 11:00a.m. Senior Pastor
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.

Seek.

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

YOUR CHURCH

Ri

can advertise here

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 ajn.

Schedule of Services

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

L-

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

(except Wednesdays)

■v. .

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Rot Prentiss John Davis Minister

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

S Vorbhlca Oavia

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

“Join Vs”

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Teh 727-898-2457 Fax: 727-895-6898
unitylempleottrufh@msB.com z

2830 22ndAvenue South
St. (Petersburg, Florida 33712

727-321-8574

Early Sunday Service..................... 8:oo am

727-327-8590

Sunday ScHoof Enrichment........... .9:10 am

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

‘Monday-Corporate Erayer........6:00 & 7:30
‘Wednesday-Corporate Erayer............6:00am

Sunday- Corporate Erayer............. 6:00 am

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICFS

Wednesday Eitde Study
and Eamdy Training fCr................7:30 pm
Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

.■■J1/.’.

Trinity Presbyterian Cburcb

“Leam To Take DOMINION Over Your Life"

Sunday Service.........................— ......10:00 am

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Dominion Worship Center Ministries

I'J'.iiL Li. j

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver

Bible Study - Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tarnpabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service..... ..10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).... ....7:00 p.m.

Church School.........................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.......................................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................. 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”
vjREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 aan.

Wednesday Evening Prayer..........6:30 pan.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School.......... ...................<......... 9:30 A.M.

Bread of Life; 7 PM. Prayer and Bible Study

Instructing"

Thursday..................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

"Praying and
Praising"

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

"Helping and .
Healing"

Wednesday......... .......Noonday Bible Study and

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,

Sunday............. 7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
M
F
W
B
C

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship.... ...........................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School.......... .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship..............................................11:00a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study....11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.......................................6:00p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service................
.7:00 p.m.
Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

Episcopal Church
u a*.

Tvwcr Church vf Qvd id Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711

820 20th Street South

,

St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class.................................................... 9:00a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship........................................................10:30a.m.

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Ladies Bible Class Monday............ .............................. 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Evening Worship................................................ 5:00 p.m.

Communion is observed every first Sunday

Monday Evening Bible Class........................................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.
PM Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.
Tuesday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The Rock

of

Sunday School -10:30 ajn.
A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class.......;........................................ 7:00p.m.

Queen Street

(727) 321-0670

SERVICES

Home: 896-8006

Morning Prayer-9:30 to 10:30 ajn.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pjn.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pjn.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Church School:...................................... 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:................................................10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:........................ ..... 10:20 ajn. —J0:3Q. a.m.
Morning Worship Service:.......................................... 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................... 6:30 p.m.

Of God-InChrist'

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

IBMSI

■ V ’ j.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS. LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

9:00 A.M, - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

ll

1
TX-’V

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Church

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank w.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service
^efti ^lirbtfrelphni (fommimity QUmrclr
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - Wth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
ww w.spreadinghopeonline .org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

ftSBiiliSiieOB^iai

1

Our Purpose Is The Advancement Of God’s Kingdom And '
1 , PROMOTtON OFTHE ^PIRttUAL. MORAL, SocMLAND ECONOMIC »
j ■Welfarie;^

I

lWsdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School...........

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

Services
Sunday: 8:00am And 0:00am
Wednesday: 7:00pm

9:00 a.m.

1

Praise & Worship Service ... 10:30 a.m.
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin

.................................... .......Associate Pastor

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler................................ Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry..............................................................................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................................ JoyceRobinson

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

' 2901 54th Ave. South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712 <

|g27) £66-2067^

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ”
“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

The Old Landmark Cathedral
limwig®]

ChUrch Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

OB@B^8iiiiisiimimiaiiiiinai

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

!RD AVENUE | ST

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Sunday________•

3501 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School.............................9:30 A.M.
Worship Services..... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday..................... 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)
Friday............. ...........6:30 P.M. Youth Night

"ZAfej

Corporate Prayer 10:30 am

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship

Worship Service

1100 am

Thursday________________
Corporate Prayer 630 pm
PASTOR BILL JESSIE

Bible Study

7:00 pm

Revealing Truth Ministries
St. Pete Beach, FL

Saturday________■ ' ... ,;
Bishop
Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

"We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight"

p?

.aWBl |

Wednesday Services:

Clerk Ministry................................................................................................WyvonniaMcGee

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Members And Community

1

Corporate Prayer 900 am
Children’s Church Available

Pastor & Founder of Revealing Truth Ministries
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CHURCH NEWS
New Philadelphia Community Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

“WOMEN’S HISTORY OBSERVANCE”

and drum major for justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the leadership of our soldier of the cross,
to join us as we communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday,

Theme for this year’s observance of Women’s History is, “The Church’s 21st Century
Challenge: Internalizing and Externalizing Glory of the Lord!”
Scriptural background is Ezekiel 43:1-5; St. Mark 9:1-7.
Worship leader for Sunday will be Deaconess Brenda Nelson. Kim Price-Gaskin will give

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday evening at
7:00. We also encourage the community to make use of our Prayer Line. (321-9645)
The Nurses Guild Ministry will be hosting their Annual Health Fair on Saturday,
March 15. There will be multiple vendors on site.

message for mid-morning worship. A special tribute to women and girls of church family

• Sickle Cell/Glucose Testing

• Hepatitis Screening

• Hemoglobin Testing

will be offered by Minister Aundrae Gaskin. Special prayers and praise offerings will all

• Colorectal/Prostate Testing

• HIV/Syphilis Screening

• Podiatrist/Chiropractor

be given by women. Members are expected to attend every service throughout month.
Worship commences at 11:30 a.m. Wisdom School begins at 10:30 a.m.

• Memory/Balance/Gait Testing
There will also be Arts and Crafts for children, Police K9 and Patrol Cars, Community
Resource Bus, Insurance Companies and Banks. Pinellas County Health Department

All members are encouraged to participate in the special Lenten Bible Study sessions.
These gatherings take place at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays. Study material is provided.
These classes will conclude on March 25. For a study booklet, interested persons may

Services will be available. ALL FREE!! REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.
The Music Department Ministry will host the Gospel Music and Praise Expression
Workshop “By Any Means” “I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.” Psalms

contact any member of usher ministry.

108: IB, March 20-22, 2008. Workshop Schedule: Thursday, March 20 at 6:00 p.m.,

Books are also given to anyone attending weekly Bible Study.

Friday, March 21 at 5:30 p.m., and Saturday, March 22 at 8:30 a.m. Concert is at 6:00 p.m.
Facilitators: Minister D’Andre Hurd, Hattisburg, Miss, and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur McCoy,

A special fundraising event is also planned for Women’s History month.
This activity will consummate this year’s observance. For more information and tickets
about this affair, contact Y’deshia Alsup or Victoria Gaskin.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

Pastor Senior and the New Hope family
invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. The morning begins at 7:45 with
Early Morning Service. Sunday School begins
at 9:15. We have classes available for every age
group. Bring the entire family to leam about
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Worship
continues at 10:30 with the New Hope Male
Chorus leading the congregation in praise. We
are delighted to have such an awesome Music
team consisting of Michael McKenny, Vemard
^dcKenny, Marcus Childs, Marquis Wright, and
JCorey Givens. The Bread of Life will be served
Ajy our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Senior. Won’t you join us?
JVIIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
S,
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

On Wednesday evenings, Prayer and Bible
Study is held for adults and youth. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Shady begins at 7:30.
Do you know the Books of the Bible or the
fruits of the Spirit? Just to mention a few of the

•

Theme: “Crossing Over...”

topics for our Bible Marathon which is just one
of the aspects of our Midweek P.U.S.H. every
week. We will be delighted to have you study
with us.
Prayer Band is held every Thursday
morning at 11:00. “Effectual, fervent prayers
of the righteous availeth much.” Come let’s
praise God together.
UPCOMING EVENTS (MARCH 2008)

(For further details, call 727-896-5228)
MARCH 8 Beacon House (Mission In Action

Ministry)West Coast Baptist Association
Retreat Conference (Tampa)
MARCH 19 -21 Spring Revival ‘08, Guest
Revivalist, Reverend Kevin L. Adams Sr.,
Olivet Missionary Baptist Church,
Chattanooga, Tenn. Services 7:00 p.m. nightly
MARCH 23 Easter Celebration
MARCH 30 Sunday 5th Power

St. Petersburg, Fla. For registration information call the church office.
We invited the community to come and join us for Sunrise Service, Sunday, March 23
at 6:30 a.m.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the leadership

admissions and scholarships. Wednesday nights are for ages 4 years

of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the Reverend Brian Kenneth

to 18 yeats. Certified teachers are available to assist with reading

Brown, its official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire con

comprehension and application; reading readiness for children 4 to 6

gregation of St. Mark, extends to the community at large, its wishes

years; Literary analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and High

that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon then-

School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for those who still

lives. St. Mark is grounded ina Christ-centered doctrine that has as its

need to pass or make a good score on these tests.

central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of
God. At St Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ

Mt. Zion A.M.E.
worship service this Sunday as we edify and lift up

a.m., there we let go and let God be God.

March 15 - For Women Only, 3-5 p.m. The first Woman
in Me Chat and Chew to be held at St. Mark M.B.C.
March 16 - St. Mark Male Chorus presents “Men in
Harmony”
March 17-21 - State Convention in Panama City, Fla.

7:00 p.m.

Church in Sun City, Fla.

• St. Mark After School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors Involved
DESTINATioN GRADUATioN Phase II is now in progress and
offers certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT Specialists each 1
for high school seniors only needing assistance with applying for
colleges, financial aid and scholarships, and writing essays for college

in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). open to all school age children
ever Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
• St. Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark Computer Lab will be
open and available for use on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
from 5:30 pm. to 7:30 p.m.

Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 18th AVenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida

March llth F.A.S.T Rally, Bethel Community Baptist
Church 7:00 p.m.

worship with them. A mighty move of God is anticipated.
Your attendance will help usher in the Holy Spirit and allow
March 23rd “Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m. North Shore

contemporary worship service is at 11:00 a.m. The

Park. We encourage one and all to join us early in the

spirit is always high; Pastor Williams will deliver the

morning as we await the SUN arise, and the spirit of the SON

what we’d like to give up, and remember that this

9:30 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

9:30 a.m.; we invite family’s to come study the Word
of God as we seek to grow spiritually together. Our

Lenten Season, let us be mindful of sacrifice and

7:00 p.m.

• Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday evening at

Study, 6:00 p.m. Hour ofPrayer, Praise & Preaching, 7:00 p.m.

Richardson Special Chorus will render song service

with power and conviction. As we continue in this

to join us.
• Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tuesday at

March 23 - Easter (Resurrection Sunday)
March 26 - Congress No. 2 hosted by First Baptist

ministry. Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. Bible

Dance Ministry would like to invite everyone to come and

Word through the ministry of out Pastor, one
anointed to preach, teach and proclaim God’s Word

Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed

March 22 - Children Youth Ministry Easter Presentation

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for a day of

March 14th “A Night ofAnointed Dance”, 7:00 p.m. The

message at both services. Come be blessed by The

Bible with us and leam “What Baptist Believe”.

• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thursday at

WEEKLY MINISTRIES:

The

throughout the day. Church School will commence at

invited to come out and join us.

• Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every

the Name of Jesus. Our doors are always open and
we would love to have you come and join us.
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30

Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are

and the general public are invited to come out and study the

March 12 - Church outing to Greater St. Paul M.B.
Church at 7:00 p.m.

“O Lord how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” Psalm 8:1
fi
Pastor Clarence A. Williams and the Mt. Zion
Church family welcome all visitors and friends to

. -

• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.

• Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members

Upcoming Events for March 2008

Tuesday and Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays are

“Be a bridge of encouragement to
someone today.”

St Mark Offers ...

God’s anointing to fall fresh on us.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Please note the following correction

to overshadow us. Come be part of this glorious experience,

to the Pock of Jesus article:

then at 9:30 a.m. the Church Sunday School will present an
array of talent for our Easter program.
Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we Mount up at
Mount Zion!
Thought for the week: “Christ was broken for us to comfort
the broken among us.”

Pastor Frank Peterman of the Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church will not be leaving his

season is all about change from the inside out. God
calls us to turn away from sin and live a “New Life”

Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

in Him. Jesus.

church as was mentioned in a previous article.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
Thought for the Week: “On this day, I will
give God my hand so that they can be used for
his glory.”
The vision at Friendship has been given to
Pastor Evans by God. Join us as we venture into
a unique worship experience in God’s holy
place. This worship experience leads to the
victory in Christ Jesus. Come join us at
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. is God’s anointed
shepherd of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. The official staff and the entire
Friendship Family located at 3300 3lst. Street
South graciously extend to all a cordial
welcome. Our doors are always open to our
guest.
Please join us for worship during our early
morning service which commences at 7:45,
church school at 9:30 followed by 10:45 midmorning worship. The Adult Choir will praise
God in his excellence through “songs” under the
direction of our Assistant Minister of Music,

Bro. Eland Wilson. Pastor Evans will impart
God’s word to his people.
“Attitude, Altitude equals Gratitude.” To
God Be the Glory (Habakkuk 2:1-3, Ephesians
4:4-6)
The first Wednesday of every month, join us
for “Living Everyday in Victory,” our
Wednesday night “LIVE” worship service at
7:00 pm. Pastor Evans will impart God’s word
to his people.
Bible Study is held Wednesday’s at noon
and 7:30 pm. Bible Study Theme: “What Is
Grace?”
Easter Services: March 23, 6:00 a.m. Easter
Sunrise Worship, 8:30 am Easter Drama
Ministry, 10:00 a.m. Mid-Morning Worship
Church office hours: Monday-Friday 9:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Please visit our website @www.finbtheship.org for other church activities. Email:
finbc3300@verizon.net

Trinity Presbyterian Church
This Sunday March 9, tiie Pastor, officers and members

Our scriptural text for today’s sermon is long and tiie

of Trinity Presbyterian Church, located at 2830 22nd Ave. S.,

twists and turns are many - nevertheless there are at least two

St. Petersburg cordially invite the public to worship with us as

statements of Jesus which can help us understand the key

we celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday.

point of the relationship between light and sight. You do

In 2008 we

continue the celebration of young women within our church

know don’t you, that when you read about sight physically in

as well as honoring the “aging young woman” dwelling

the Bible, there is a greater spiritual significance. In the

inside gracefully aging women who have within them the

beginning of tiie text, Jesus says, “As long as I am in tiie

divine spark ofvitality. Pastor Alfonso Woods will deliver the

world, I am the light of the world.” [9:5] At the end of the

message. The Gospel choir under the direction of Mr. Johnny

story, the man who had been given the gift of sight physical

Metis will provide special music and praise. Sunday school

ly, also received the gift of spiritual sight. Not only did the

begins at 9:30 a.m. and morning worship begins at 11:00 a.m.

blind man encounter one who gave sight, he came to know

each Sunday. Bible study is held each Wednesday evening at

the Sight giver... .Then Jesus says, “I came into this world for

6:30 p.m. Special scripture selections are being discussed for

judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those

the season of Lent.

who do see may become blind.” This message this morning is

Upcoming Events:

about more than a man’s sight being restored. It’s also an

The Women’s Organization will host a World Day of

exegesis on how some of the most pious religious people can

Prayer on Friday, March 7, from 6-7 p.m. This event is co

be so very blind when it comes to seeing what Jesus sees. The

sponsored by Church Women United (CWU).

disciples couldn’t see - they saw a theological discussion

Seniors Ministry meets the 4th Thursday ofevery month
at 11:00 a.m.
Thursday March 20, 6:30 p.m. - Maundy Thursday
Service, Holy Communion
Joint worship with Lakeview Presbyterian Church
(service to be held at Trinity)
Pastor Woods and the choir will worship with Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church Sunday March 16th at 3:30 P.M.
Excerpt from last Sunday’s message: “Sight for Sore

rather than a man in need of help. The Pharisees couldn’t see
- they were conducting investigations and promoting
legalism; they were blind to the fact that lives were being
changed. But a blind man saw, not only physically, but spiri
tually. The very people you’d expect to see didn’t, and tiie last
person you expected to see did. ( Pastor Alfonso Woods)
The public is cordially invited to join us for praise
worship, prayer and study as we seek to fulfill God’s will for
His church in today’s society.

Eyes” - John 9:1-41

L
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--------- BLACK HISTORY--------“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing” ■
Dr. Charles R. Drew

Dr. Charles Richard Drew

Dr. Charles Richard Drew
was
an
African-American
physician and medical researcher.
He researched in the field ofblood
transfusions, developing improved
techniques for blood storage, and
applied his expert knowledge in
developing large-scale blood
banks early in World War II. He
protested against the practice of
racial segregation in the donation
of blood from donors of different
races since it lacked scientific
foundation. In 1943, Drew’s dis
tinction in his profession was rec
ognized when he became the first
African-American surgeon to
serve as an examiner on the
American Board of Surgery.
In high school and at Amherst
College, Drew excelled in
athletics and became an AllAmerican in football as a
halfback. Drew was a member of

the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Two
years after college, Drew worked %
as an athletic director, football
coach, and science teacher at
Morgan State University in
Baltimore, Maryland. In 1928, he
entered medical school at McGill
University in Montreal, Canada.
Drew continued to excel in sports
while at McGill, and joined
British professor Dr. John Beattie
in blood research. He continued
his research when he worked as an
intern and later a resident at
Montreal General Hospital.
In late 1940, just after earning
his degree, Dr. Drew was called
upon by John Scudder to help set
up and administer an early
prototype program for collecting,
testing, and distributing blood
plasma in Britain. Called Blood
for Britain, the group was
organized around eight hospitals
in New York City, who would
collect and test blood plasma,
package it and ship it to Britain,
which by this time had a serious
shortage of blood due to the
effects of the Battle of Britain.
Dr. Drew created protocols
and procedures for the collection,
testing, and shipping of blood to
England. Total collections came to
almost 15,000 people donating
blood, and over 5,600 gallons of
blood plasma.. However, due to
racial tensions during the l940’s
in America, there was a great deal
of controversy involving whether
or not to use black peoples’ blood

plasma or to limit it to white
donors. Furthermore, when the
project was turned over to the
government in early 1941, tiie
military announced its policy of
segregation, and would not mix
blood from blacks and whites,
leading to segregated donation
centers. Despite all his work on
the project, and despite the fact
that he was the driving force
behind its procedures and policies,
they refused to offer him leader
ship of the new project, over
objection from Dr. Scudder and
others, instead suggesting he be
‘assistant director.’ While no clear
record exists of what Dr. Drew’s
thoughts were, it is known he left
his position there to accept the
Chair of Surgery at Howard
University that same year.
Charles R. Drew died at the
age of 45 from injuries suffered in
a car accident in Green Level, NC.
Dr. Drew was driving, along with
three other passengers, on North
Carolina highway 49, en route
from Howard University to the
Tuskegee Institute for a medical
convention. According to Dr. John
Ford, one of the passengers, the
automobile ran off the pavement,
and overturned as Drew tried to
cut back on to the highway. Dr.
Drew and Dr. Ford were thrown
from the car. Drew was taken to
Alamance General Hospital in
Burlington, NC and died later that
morning of severe head and chest
injuries.

Fannie Lou Hamer
Regional Council of Negro
Leadership in the all-black town
of Mound Bayou, Miss. The
RCNL was led by a wealthy black
Fannie Lou Hamer at 1964
surgeon and businessman, Dr.
Democratic National
T.R.M. Howard, and was a com
Convention
bination civil rights and self-help
Fannie Lou Hamer (bom organization. The annual RCNL
Fannie Lou Townsend) was an conferences featured entertainers,
American voting rights activist such as Mahalia Jackson,
speakers, such as Thurgood
and civil rights leader.
She was instrumental in Marshall and Rep. Charles Diggs
of Michigan, and panels on
organizing
Mississippi’s
“Freedom Summer” for the voting rights and other civil rights
Student '
Nonviolent issues. Without her knowledge or
consent, she was sterilized in
Coordinating
Committee,
and later became the vice-chair of 1961 by a white doctor as a part of
the
Mississippi
Freedom the state of Mississippi’s plan to
Democratic Party, attending the reduce the number of poor blacks
1964
Democratic
National in the state.
On August 23,1962, the Rev.
Convention in Atlantic City, N.J.,
James
Bevel, an organizer for the
in that capacity. Her plain-spoken
Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
manner and fervent belief in the
Biblical righteousness of her Committee and an associate of
cause gained her a reputation as the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
an electrifying speaker and Jr., gave a sermon in Ruleville,
Miss, and followed it with an
constant champion of civil rights.
Fannie Lou Hamer was bom appeal to those assembled to
in Montgomery County, Miss., on register to vote. Black people who
October 6, 1917, the youngest of registered to vote in the South
faced serious hardships at that
20 children and the granddaugh
time
due to institutionalized
ter of slaves. Her parents, in
common with most African- racism, including harassment, the
loss of their jobs, physical
Americans in the Mississippi
Delta, were sharecroppers. By the beatings, and lynchings; nonethe
less, Hamer was the first
time she was 12, Hamer was
volunteer.
She later said, “I guess
forced to drop out of school and
work full time to help support her if I’d had any sense, I’d have been
scared - but what was the point of
family.
She married Perry “Pap” being scared? The only thing they
[white people] could do was kill
Hamer in 1942 and adopted two
me, and it seemed they’d been
children Dorothy Jean and Virgie
Ree. Hamer went to work on the trying to do that a little at a time
plantation where her husband since I could remember.”
On Aug. 31, she traveled on a
drove a tractor, first as a field
rented
bus with other attendees of
worker and then as the planta
the Rev. Bevel’s sermon to
tion’s timekeeper - a job she was
Indianola, Miss, to register. In
given after the plantation owners
what would become a signature
discovered she was literate.
Hamer
attended several trait of Hamer’s activist career,
she began singing Christian
annual conferences of the

hymns, such as “Go Tell It on the
Mountain” and “This Little Light
of Mine,” to the group in order to
bolster their resolve. The hymns
also reflected Hamer’s belief that
the civil rights struggle was a
deeply spiritual one. By the next
day, she had been harassed by
police, fired from her job,lost her
dog, and received a death threat
from the Ku Klux Klan.
Hamer’s courage and leader
ship in Indianola came to the
attention of SNCC organizer Bob
Moses, who dispatched Charles
McLaurin from the organization
with instructions to find “the lady
who sings the hymns,” McLaurin
found and recruited Hamer, and
though she remained based in
Mississippi, she began traveling
around the South doing activist
work for the organization.
On June 9,1963, Hamer was
on her way back frotn
Charleston, S. C. with other
activists
from
a
literacy
workshop. Stopping in Winona,
Miss., the group was arrested on a
false charge and jailed by white
policemen. Once in jail, Hamer
and her colleagues were beaten
savagely by the police, almost to
the point of death.
Released on June 12, she
needed more than a month to
recover. Though the incident had
profound physical and psycho
logical effects, Hamer returned to
Mississippi to organize voter reg
istration drives, including the
“Freedom Ballot Campaign,” a
mock election, in 1963, and the
“Freedom Summer” initiative in
1964. She was known to the vol
unteers of Freedom Summer most of whom were young,
white, and from northern states as a motherly figure who believed
that the civil rights effort should
be multi-racial in nature.

Mary Edmonia Lewis
Mary trying to poison two classmates.
Edmonia Although she was acquitted of
Lewis (bom both charges, she was not
allowed to graduate.
July 4, 1845
Moving to Boston, Lewis
- died 1907)
was the first studied with a local sculptor and
African- began selling her work. She
Mary
American opened her own studio, where
Edmonia Lewis
she created a number of pieces,
and Native
including a bust of Colonel
American woman to gain fame
and recognition as a sculptor. At Robert Gould Shaw, the
commander of an Africana time in America when slaves
American
Civil War regiment
were just freed, she found inspi
from Massachusetts, as well as
ration in the fives of abolitionists
medallion
portraits of the aboli
and Civil War heroes. In a world
which didn’t encourage women tionists John Brown and William
of color, through incredible Lloyd Garrison. In 1865 Lewis
determination and sense of sailed for Europe, settling in
purpose, Edmonia Lewis created Rome to continue her studies.
She ended up staying there most
great art and received world
of her life and becoming a
acclaim.
member
of a lesbian circle of
The daughter of a Chippewa
Indian woman and an African- American expatriates and artists
(the group included Emma
American man, Edmonia Lewis
[1815-1882]
and
was bom about 1845 near Stebbins
Albany, N.Y. Her parents died Margaret Foley [1820-1877]) .
Influenced by the Greco-Roman
when she was young, and she
sculpture she saw there,. she
went to five with her mother’s
began
creating works in a neo
sisters, in Niagara Falls. The
Chippewa people named her classical style. By the time she
Wildfire and taught her to make returned to the United States in
1874, her patrons included dis
baskets
and
embroidered
moccasins. Her brother, a tinguished families in this
California gold miner, arranged country and abroad. Lewis’s
surviving
works
include
for her to enter Oberlin College
in Ohio. At the school, Lewis “Forever Free,” which was
was accused of theft and of acquired by the Howard

University Gallery of Art, and
“Death of Cleopatra,” in
Washington’s National Museum
ofArt.
Nothing is known of Lewis’
final years and her death has
been calcuated to have occurred
sometime around 1907. In 1996,
the PBS television network
featured Lewis in a “News
Hour”
piece
hosted
by
Charlayne Hunter-Gault. Her
story was also told by author
Rinna Evelyn Wolfe in a 1998
biography
titled
“Edmonia
Lewis: Wildfire in Marble and in
A History of African American
Artists from 1792 to the
Present,”
by
Romare Bearden
and
Harry
Henderson
(Pantheon,
1993).

Recently
discovered,
long-lost
statue,
“Bride of
the Spring”
(1879) by
Mary
Edmonia
Lewis

Paul Cuffee
council of Bristol County to end
Paul
Cuffee
is
most
commonly known for his work taxation without representation.
The petition was denied, but it
in aiding free Negroes who
wanted to emigrate to Sierra was one of the influences that led
Leone. With the help of his the Legislature to grant voting
shipping
company
Cuffee rights to free male citizens of the
state in 1783.
launched his first expedition to
Because Cuffee had grown
Sierra Leone on Jan. 2, 1811.
While in Sierra Leone, Cuffee up on an island he developed a
helped to establish “The Friendly lifelong love for the sea. At age
Society of Sierra Leone,” a 24 he became part owner of a
trading organization. He had small vessel and married Alice
faith that the Friendly Society Pequit. She was a member of the
would help to establish a far same Native American tribe as
more powerful Sierra Leone Cuffee’s mother. The couple
settled
in
Westport,
economy as well as self-help
where
they
projects for the residents of the Massachusetts,
colony. He envisioned a mass raised their eight children. As
Cuffee became more successful
emigration of Negroes to Africa.
Paul Cuffee was bom free on he invested in more ships and
Cuttyhunk Island, Mass., the made a sizable fortune for the
day and especially for a black
youngest of 10 children. His
father, Kofi (also known as man of this era. In the l790s he
Cuffee Slocum and “Cuffee made his money in cod fishing
Cuffee”), was a member of a and smuggling goods from
Canada. With his money Cuffee
West African Ashanti tribe who
had been captured and brought to bought a large farm along the
America as a slave at the age of Westport River and was able to
invest in the expansion of his
10. Paul’s mother, Ruth Moses,
was a Native American and a fleet.
Along with his shipping
member of a local tribe. Kofi
was a skilled carpenter who business, Paul Cuffee always
educated himself and earned his had an interest in the demeaning
freedom. Cuffee’s father died conditions for most blacks in the
American colonies. Cuffee did
when he was a teenager. He and
his brothers refused to use the not five the average life of the
name Slocum, which his father black man in America so he
sought ways to help others who
had acquired from his owner,
and adopted his father’s personal had not been as fortunate.
Unfortunately
most
white
name Hosie Cuffee.
The closest mainland port to Americans felt that blacks were
subordinate to whites. Many
Cuttyhunk was New Bedford,
Mass., the center of the Americans agreed with this
American whaling industry. At quote: “To most white men,
the age of 16, Paul Cuffee signed blacks were members of a
on a whaling ship and later on despised and innately inferior
Although
slavery
cargo ships, where he learned race.”
navigation. During the American continued, some believed the
Revolution he was held prisoner emigration of free blacks outside
by the British for a time. At the the United States was the easiest
and most realistic solution to the
age of 21 he refused to pay his
taxes because he did not have the race problem in America. This
right to vote. Cuffee believed idea translated into blacks being
that he should not have to pay sent to other parts of the world in
taxes if he was not being repre order to establish their own
societies and rid America of
sented. In 1780 he petitioned the

Paul Cuffee

“the black man problem.” This
idea came partly from Thomas:
Jefferson and other members of;
American society.
Many previous attempts by'
white men to colonize blacks in;
other parts of the world had!
failed miserably, including the;
British attempt to colonize Sierra’
Leone with
free
Blocks,
criminals, and prostitutes. Jn!
1787, four hundred people;
departed from Great Britain arid;
headed for Sierra Leone. “The:
colony was plagued with serious j
problems from the outset and;
proved to be a severe disappoint-!
ment to its London sponsors.”
Although colonizing Sierra;
Leone was an extremely difficult
task, Cuffee believed it was a
viable option for blacks and
threw his support behind the
movement. Paul Cuffee stated “I
have for these many years past
felt a lively interest in their
behalf, wishing that the inhabi
tants ofthe colony might become
established in truth, and thereby
be instrumental in its promotion
amongst our African brethren,”
Cuffee received encouragement
to proceed with his project from
people in New York, Baltimore,
and Boston as well as members
of the African Institution. Cuffe
mulled over on the logistics and
chances of success for the
movement for three years before
deciding in 1809 to move ahead
with the proposed project. He
launched his first expedition to
Sierra Leone on Jan. 2,1811.
Source: Wikipedia Free Library
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tastes for today
WEST AFRICAN PEANUT CHICKEN STEW
Prep Time: 20 Minutes (Start to Finish: 50 Minutes)
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken breasts (about 4)
1 box Betty Crocker Chicken Helper jambalaya
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 1/2 cups hot water
1 can (14.5 oz) diced tomatoes with onion and pepper, undrained
1/2 lb. sliced fully cooked Polish or kielbasa sausage, if desired
2 tablespoons peanut butter
1. Cut chicken into strips, about 2x1/4 inch. In 3- to 4-quart saucepan,
stir chicken and chicken seasoning (from Chicken Helper box) until
chicken is evenly coated; stir in oil. (For best results, use saucepan
with nonstick finish.)
2. Cook chicken uncovered over medium-high heat about 8 minutes,
turning chicken over after 5 minutes, until dark brown on both sides.
Stir in hot water, the sauce mix and uncooked rice (from Chicken
Helper box), the tomatoes and sausage. Heat to boiling, stirring occa
sionally. Reduce heat; cover and simmer about 25 minutes, stirring
once, until rice is tender.
3. Stir in peanut butter. Cook about 2 minutes longer, until mixture is
thickened. Cover; let stand about 5 minutes or until most of liquid is
absorbed.
5 servings. One Serving: Calories 350, Cholesterol 55mg; Sodium
l080mg; Total Carbohydrate 34g (Dietary Fiber 2g); Protein 25g

BLACK-EYED PEA AND CORNBREAD SALAD
Cornbread

1/2 teaspoon seasoned salt
1/2 cup zesty Italian salad dressing

peas, tomatoes, bell pepper, onion, celery
and seasoned salt

1. Heat oven to 400°F. Make cornbread as
directed on pouch for cornbread baked in
oven. Cool 15 minutes. Reduce oven tem
perature to 350°F. Cut cornbread into 1-inch
cubes; place on ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake 6 to 8 minutes or until crisp; set aside.

4. In large serving bowl, arrange half of the
cornbread cubes. Spoon half of the tomato
mixture over cornbread. Top with remaining
cornbread and tomato mixture. Drizzle
dressing over salad. Refrigerate at least 20
minutes before serving.

1/4 cup chopped red or sweet onion

2. In 8-inch skillet, cook bacon over low
heat 8 to 10 minutes, turning occasionally,
until crisp. Drain and crumble bacon.

1/4 cup thinly sliced celery

3. In medium bowl, mix bacon, black-eyed

8 servings. One Serving: Calories 230,
Cholesterol 40mg; Sodium 610mg; Total
Carbohydrate 32g (Dietary Fiber 3g);
Protein 8g

1 pouch (6.5 oz) Betty Crocker cornbread &
muffin mix, milk, butter and egg called for
on cornbread pouch

Salad
3 slices bacon
116 oz. can black-eyed peas, drained, rinsed
2 cups chopped tomatoes
1/4 cup chopped green bell pepper

Pubiix

SgSR

lb

Pubiix Premium
Boneless Chicken Breast
Skinless, All-Natural, Grade A

SAVE UP TO 2.40 LB

Florida
Sweet Corn................... .......................

2QQ

Bi-Color, White, or Yellow Varieties, A Good Source of Vitamin C, each

SAVE UF TO 3.00 ON 10

Italian Five Grain Bread........................... 2“
Choose From Wheat or White, Contains: Oats, Cracked Wheat, Millet,
Barley, Flaxseed, and Sunflower Seeds, From the Pubiix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE UP TO .40

Mojo
Rotisserie Chicken
Hot or Fresh Chilled,

Assorted Varieties,

12-Pack
Selected
Pepsi Products

Fresh From the Pubiix Deli, each

48 or 56-oz ctn.

12-oz can

12-oz can or bot.

SAVE UP TO .30

Quantity rights reserved.

SAVE UP TO 9-16 ON 4

SAVE UP TO .50

69

Breyers
Ice Cream

'ree

SAVE UP TO 5.77

100

18-Pack
1229
Bud Light Beer.............
Or Budweiser or Budweiser Select,

(6-Pack Assorted Leinenkuget’s Beer,
12-oz bot.... 6.49)

Prices effective Thursday, March 6 through Wednesday, March 12,2008.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Collier, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola. Prices not effective at Pubiix Sabor. Quantity rights reserved.

